
Depositing your thesis in STORRE 

Copyright considerations 

 Copyright holder of your thesis  
 Third party copyright material in your thesis  

Copyright holder of your thesis 

The copyright for your thesis normally belongs to you, the author. There are a couple of 
exceptions to this rule, as outlined in the University Regulations:  

Copyright in a thesis remains with the candidate except 
(a) where the research has been sponsored in whole or in part by an outside body which has 
required assignment of copyright as a condition of the sponsorship; 
(b) where the candidate is or has been employed by the University to undertake a specific 
item of research, the results of which are embodied in the thesis, in which case ownership of 
the copyright vests in the University. 
[Regulations for Higher Degrees by Research] 

In these exceptional circumstances you should gain the permission of the copyright holder 
before depositing your thesis in the University Repository.  

Third party copyright material in your thesis  

If your thesis contains any third party material then you will need to have the permission of 
the copyright holder, unless any of the exceptions below apply.  

Third party material includes extracts or quotations from other publications such as books, 
journals conference papers, theses, etc. or any illustrations such as tables, figures, photos, 
maps, etc. you may have used. Copyright applies even if they were freely obtained over the 
internet. 

Exceptions to this include: 

 cases where the author has been dead for at least 70 years  

or 

 the use of extracts or quotations is for the purposes of "criticism or review", and 
where the extracts are:  

o from previously published sources  
o properly acknowledged and referenced  
o not too extensive  

These exceptions are for when the use of extracts and quotations can be defended as “fair 
dealing”. Although there is no precise definition of "fair dealing" it essentially allows limited 
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copying without permission, provided it is fair and the commercial interests of the rights 
holder are not damaged.  

These rules also apply to printed copies of your thesis, but they should be even more 
carefully adhered to in an electronic version because availability on the web is much more 
likely to bring any breaches to the notice of the copyright holder.  

If there is any doubt about the legality of third party material used in your thesis, then the 
permission of the copyright holder should be sought. 

If you require any advice or help with copyright queries please contact: 
David Gardiner, Library, Stirling Campus  
Email: d.j.gardiner@stir.ac.uk  
Phone: (01786) 46 7221 
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