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Abstract

This article explores why and how economic diplomacy emerged between Japan
and Iraq pre and post-2003. It draws on primary sources, including data from the
Observatory of Economic Complexity and Japan’s Trade Statistics, as well as of-
ficial documents including from the ministries of foreign affairs of Japan and Iraq.
The evolution of bilateral relations has been traced through five stages. The forma-
tive period from the 1920s to the Second World War; the post-war era until the
close of the 1960s; the following decades of the 1970s and 1980s; The 1990s, when
Iraq was under UN sanctions; and Irag-Japan relations post-Saddam. These stages
are examined using Maaike Okano-Heijmans’ conceptual framework of economic
diplomacy, which includes three dimensions: context (domestic, regional, and inter-
national factors), tools (such as aid, trade, or sanctions), and processes (negotiations
and communication) that explain the emergence and role of economic diplomacy
between Iraq and Japan. Since 1920, Iraq and Japan have retained commercial ties,
and economic diplomacy materialised after the Second World War. Since then, bi-
lateral relations have fluctuated, facing different crises, such as the 1973 oil crisis
and increased trade throughout the 1970s and 1980s. Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and
the UN sanctions marked the lowest point in bilateral relations. Finally, post-Sad-
dam, economic diplomacy between Iraq and Japan has intensified, including Japan’s
aid to Iraq, its expanding diplomatic presence in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq, the resumption of trade, and the growth of Japan’s investment in Iraq’s infra-
structure. Bilateral challenges linger due to Iraq’s precarious political and security
situation, lack of transparency and poor bureaucratic bodies. Additionally, Japan
is increasingly diversifying its energy sources and expanding its renewable energy
capacity, thereby reducing trade with Iraq.
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Introduction

This study explores Japan-Iraq relations before and after 2003, examining the emer-
gence of economic diplomacy between the two countries as one of the most under-
studied bilateral relations. This case explores the nexus between Japan and Iraq during
crises, such as the 1973 oil crisis, Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, and the 2003 Iraq War
and its aftermath, and how these crises shaped their bilateral economic diplomacy.
Here, the question is: Why and how has economic diplomacy materialised between
Japan and Iraq before and post-2003? The article explores the emergence of economic
diplomacy across five stages of bilateral relations between Iraq and Japan and finds
the following. First, prior to the mid-1950s, economic diplomacy was almost non-
existent. Second, in the 1960s, when the diplomatic representations were upgraded,
and bilateral relations were elevated , some aspects of economic diplomacy surfaced.
Third, in the 1970s and 1980s, economic diplomacy was fully operationalised and
faced threats such as the 1973 oil crisis. Fourth, the 1990s witnessed extensive use
of negative instruments of economic diplomacy, such as sanctions against Iraq. Fifth,
post-2003, the ties saw the re-emergence of economic diplomacy in its full capacity,
embracing a wide range of positive instruments. Another key finding of this article
is the five tables and charts that illustrate the flow and bilateral trade between Japan
and Iraq from the middle of stage three onwards, as well as Japan’s trade with the
Middle East since the 1980s. The article employs Maaike Okano-Heijmans’s concep-
tual framework of economic diplomacy [1, 2], focusing on its three dimensions: First,
context (e.g., geopolitics), second, positive (e.g., state visits and agreements) and
negative (e.g., embargos) instruments, and third, processes (e.g., negotiations).These
three dimensions underpin economic diplomacy between Iraq and Japan.

Context shapes when instruments could be deployed and processes occur. For
example, positive instruments and processes re-emerged post-2003 between Iraq and
Japan due to new geopolitical and global contexts, particularly the toppling of Sad-
dam’s regime, the establishment of a new regime in Iraq, and the removal of UN
sanctions. The article argues that economic diplomacy has existed in Iraq-Japan rela-
tions since the postwar era, with periods of disruption due to the changes in the con-
text. Furthermore, processes and various instruments have shaped bilateral relations
from the second stage onwards. The paper first examines the relevant literature on
economic diplomacy and Irag-Japan relations. Thereafter, the conceptual framework
of economic diplomacy is explained. The following sections analyse the five stages
of economic diplomacy in Japan-Iraq bilateral ties.

Literature Review and a Conceptual Framework of Economic Diplomacy

Economic diplomacy is a relatively new term; its use in governmental documents
dates back to archives in Germany at the beginning of the 20th century [3]. 19th-cen-
tury neoclassical economists like David Ricardo opposed government intervention in
international trade, investments, and subsidies, now known as economic diplomacy.
However, cases such as the British-Portuguese trade, formalised in the 1703 Methuen
Treaty, demonstrated the role of economic diplomacy. [4] The term “economic diplo-
macy” gained academic traction in the mid-1950s, appeared intermittently in the
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1960s, and steadily increased in use throughout the 1990s. Its usage peaked around
2010, reaching approximately a thousand scientific papers annually. Scholars from
International Relations, International Political Economy, and diplomatic studies have
sought to define and clarify its meaning and scope [1, 5].

Relevant definitions of economic diplomacy include Gilpin (1987) [6], who stated
that economic diplomacy’s core tenet is employing, interrupting, and directing com-
mercial and political intercourse. Definitions of economic diplomacy within the for-
eign policy realm include Linda Yueh’s analysis that “economic diplomacy should
seek to balance commercial openness with strategic foreign policy aims, broadly
defined.” [7]. Equally, Baldwin [8] (1985), Qobo [9], and Chatterjee [10], refer to
economic diplomacy as a policy tool or means of foreign policy to achieve certain
goals, such as wealth, prosperity, power aggregation, and commercial and broader
economic interests, with an actor or within the international system.

This article espouses two definitions of economic diplomacy: The first definition is
by Maaike Okano-Heijmans (2013), which offers a broad analysis of the concept, and
states that economic diplomacy is the use of political tools as clout in international
negotiations, to increase national economic prosperity, and the usage of economic
leverage to support and improve the political stability of a nation [1]. The second
definition by Berridge and James (2003) stated that “diplomacy employs economic
resources, either as rewards or sanctions, in pursuit of a particular foreign policy
objective. This underscores the consequences of economic diplomacy as having both
positive and negative expressions, along with various instruments and means [11].

The functions and environments where economic diplomacy takes place are in
national [10, 12], bilateral, regional, plurilateral and multilateral levels, interests and/
or institutions [1, 5, 13]. Studies that focus on economic diplomacy within a state’s
foreign policy-making towards an issue or geographic area include economic diplo-
macy of Germany, Italy [14, 15], China [16], France [17], Australia [18], Mexico [19],
Croatia [20]South Africa [9], Saudi Arabia [21], India, Indonesia [22], and Singapore
[23]. Studies that scrutinised economic diplomacy cases from bilateral, regional, plu-
rilateral and multilateral levels include the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation [24],
Japan and the European Community [25], Atlantic conference [26], India and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations+3, [27] the European Union, [28] the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) and India, [29] Indonesia, Peru and Chile [30] South
Korea and Iraq [5], Nepal and Bangladesh [31], and the WTO and Brazil [32]. These
show that the sheer number of studies on economic diplomacy demonstrates how
it has been portrayed in different roles, whether by a state or an intergovernmental
organisation, to advance certain interests in various contexts.

Relevant studies on Japan’s post-war era include Berger et al. (2007) [33]. They
observe how Japan’s foreign policy shifted from a reactive/passive stance to a more
coherent, strategic, and proactive approach, especially in security, economic rela-
tions, and regional diplomacy, influenced by pragmatic liberalism. Studies on Japan’s
economic diplomacy, such as Oyane (2003) [34] and Takase (2008) [35], examine
Japan’s post-war economic diplomacy, highlighting its successes and challenges and
redefining Japan’s international image in this context. Other papers include Japan’s
economic diplomacy towards Uzbekistan and the Arctic by Gao and Lin (2022) [36]
and Tonami (2018) [37]. Furthermore, studies examining Japan-Iraq ties up to 2001
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include Sakai (2001) [38]. Miyagi (2009) [39] scrutinises Japan’s policy towards
The 2003 Iraq war under Koizumani. Japan’s political and economic ties with the
Middle East have been examined by Nakamura and Wright (2023) [40], Allan and
Sugihara (1993) [41], and Sharif (2010) [42]. Some papers study Iraq’s economic
diplomacy, such as Fadhal al-Faili (2024) [43], which examines the nexus between
Iraq’s economic diplomacy and national security. Abdul Jalil (2024) [44] analyses
the future and role of economic diplomacy in Iraq’s economy, highlighting how Iraq
can leverage economic diplomacy instruments through both bilateral and multilateral
approaches. While these studies highlight the importance of economic diplomacy for
Iraq and Japan, no study examines their relations post-2003. This manuscript exam-
ines Iraq and Japan’s bilateral economic diplomacy before and after 2003 and how it
has shaped their relations.

The concept of economic diplomacy is contested and has various interpretations.
However, Maaike Okano-Heijmans’ framework explains the concept in the context
of Japan’s economic diplomacy. Maaike Okano-Heijmans analyses how Japan’s
economic diplomacy has broadened beyond East and South East Asia to encompass
the Middle East and Africa, particularly emphasising energy security and alliance
cohesion. Okano-Heijmans states that Japan’s goals in economic diplomacy include
hedging against economic dangers and instability through alliances with the US and
via “different partners which have been cultivated, especially in Asia and the Middle
East,” and that the importance of natural resources in Japan’s economic diplomacy
is addressed through targeting oil and raw material rich countries in the Middle East,
Latin America and Africa to secure the import of raw materials [1, 45]. Therefore, in
essence, Okano-Heijmans’ application explains Japan’s economic diplomacy towards
Middle Eastern countries, including Iraq [1, 45]. Okano-Heijmans’ framework’s
three dimensions (context, tools, and processes) provide a comprehensive under-
standing of economic diplomacy in Iragi-Japanese relations. First, context depicts
domestic, regional and international dynamics and factors (political and economic)
that shape the policy-makers’ decision-making [1]. Joseph Nye, who coined the term
soft power, underlines that soft power usually depends on the context in which the
relationship exists [46]. Economic diplomacy’s instruments are deployed, and inter-
ests are promoted in ways that fit the countries’ interests in a specific regional or
international context [1, 47]. Regional and global context, such as Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait and the UN sanctions on Iraq, determined how Japan’s or Iraq’s economic
diplomacy instruments are chosen, such as Japan’s negative tool (embargo) on Iraq.

Second, in this framework, the tools are economic diplomacy instruments that
governments use to achieve specific goals and intended effects. Maaike Okano-Hei-
jmans [1, 2, 48]lists the following instruments and Moons and van Bergeijk (2018)
[13] categorise them into positive and negative instruments. Positive instruments
include development assistance and cooperation, aid, trade agreements, promoting
trade and investments and upgrading diplomatic representations and state visits. Neg-
ative instruments include specific financial and trade sanctions, boycotts, embargoes,
withdrawal of ambassadors and diplomatic representations, and closing of embassies
and consulates [5, 13, 48].

Third, the process dimension involves analysing negotiations and communication
strategies across various settings, including summits, regional diplomacy, and bilat-
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eral and multilateral forums and institutions. The processes explore how negotiations
or communication approaches are carried out across different modes [1]. This dimen-
sion exposes the motivations and interests of the actors involved in these negotiations
[2].

The crux of the three dimensions of economic diplomacy developed by Okano-
Heijmans has been utilised in various academic works, such as van Bergeijk and
Moons (2018) [4] who explore how these dimensions assist in researching economic
diplomacy. All dimensions are interrelated and shape each other. The context moulds
the decisions of key actors regarding how to pursue their interests and guides the
choices of influential elites regarding the instruments they use. These dimensions
are complementary, as the inquiries into when (context), what (tools or instruments),
and how (process) contribute to understanding why economic diplomacy exists as a
strategic approach for a country to pursue its national interests, including economic
prosperity [1]. The leading analytical view of economic diplomacy is foreign policy,
which involves reaching a decision through negotiations, processes, and the deploy-
ment of political and economic tools. Policymakers choose suitable tools to seek
(perceived) national interests, considering the country’s position in the world. As
a result, the context plays a crucial role in shaping the judgments of key decision-
makers regarding how to promote their interests effectively [1]. The dimensions fit
with Japan’s and Iraq’s relations, as their bilateral ties have been shaped by regional
and global contexts. Influenced by the latter, official relations emerged and repeat-
edly severed and re-emerged from World War II (WWII) to the post-2003 era. These
contexts dictated why, when and how processes occur, and instruments are deployed
between Tokyo and Baghdad.

Economic diplomacy is featured in the platforms and documents of Japan’s gov-
ernmental bodies, including (MOFA Japan) and the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry (METI). MOFA Japan includes a dedicated section on economic diplomacy
on its official website, which falls under the broader category of foreign policy. Addi-
tionally, MOFA Japan publishes the Diplomatic Bluebook, an annual report that
addresses specific issues concerning Japan’s economic diplomacy and objectives
within its foreign policy initiatives. This Bluebook lists the international trade agree-
ments that form part of Japan’s economic diplomacy activities [49]. The Diplomatic
BlueBook 2023, on economic diplomacy, falls within the concept’s dimensions and
it indicates to: geopolitical positions and competitions between countries relevant to
Japan, which are “contexts”; instruments such as promoting trade and Foreign Direct
Investments; and processes (Japan’s negotiations at international conferences and
with partners) [50].

Iraq’s Prime Minister (PM) Haider Abadi in 2018, Iraq’s Foreign Affairs Min-
ister, Faud Hussein in 2022, and Iraq’s Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Shorsh Saeed, in 2025, underlined the importance of economic diplomacy
and its tools for Iraq’s foreign affairs to achieve national interests [5, 51]. However,
some observers, such as Hassan (2020) [52], believe that Iraq’s economic diplomacy
lacked a strategy during al-Kadhimi’s cabinet (2020-2022) [53]. While this argu-
ment could apply to other Iraqi cabinets, Iraq does not have a roadmap for pursuing
economic diplomacy; however, it has promoted some positive economic diplomacy
instruments. For example, in 2012, Japan and Iraq signed a bilateral investment
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agreement. Economic diplomacy’s tools, positive and negative, are deployed by both
countries in different contexts. For example, negative tools have been employed by
Japan as it imposed economic sanctions on Iraq and adhered to the UNSC Resolution
661 (1990) following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. The following sections will examine
how the dimensions mould the stages.

Methodology

To address the research question, the article utilises primary resources, including
trade data from the Observatory of Economic Complexity (OEC) and Japan’s Trade
Statistics from the Ministry of Finance (SJ-MoF). The data on trade between Iraq
and Japan was obtained from the OEC database, which provides detailed global trade
information. This data was filtered using the website’s historical data feature to select
year-by-year trade statistics. Another source of data was the Trade Statistics of Japan
published by Japan’s Ministry of Finance. This resource offers comprehensive infor-
mation on Japan’s international trade, including detailed statistics on exports and
imports. The trade data from this database has been filtered on an annual basis and
by country to provide specific details on Japan’s trade with Iraq and other Middle
Eastern countries. Data visualisations were created in Excel. Furthermore, official
documents from both Iraq’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan (MOFA Japan), as well as from the Japanese Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry (METI), provide relevant insights into policy issues and state-
ments on Irag-Japan bilateral relations. Additionally, the article utilises secondary
sources, including local and international news outlets, relevant firms, and govern-
mental reports such as Japan Petroleum Exploration [54] and METI's White Paper
published in 2009.

Stage One: The Origin of the Bilateral Ties

Pre-war Japan’s foreign policy fundamentally differed from post-war Japan’s due
to the changes in Japan’s political system. However, the bilateral relations from
that period have been examined to understand their roots. During this time, Japan’s
approach in the Middle East was primarily focused on trade and reflected its imperial
ambitions, which involved monitoring the British-Russian rivalry, including in Iran,
as part of the broader competition among great powers [55]. In the early relationship
between Iraq and Japan, before WWII, there was no emergence of economic diplo-
macy. This absence is partly attributed to the dimension of “context.” The context
is evident in Japan’s limited engagements with Iraq, particularly during the 1920s,
when Iraq was under British mandate, and after 1932, under British influence. In
the 1920s, Japan’s relations with the Middle East under colonial powers were trade-
driven, limited in scope, and transactional. This included Japan exporting textiles to
Lebanon, Iraq, Egypt, Syria, Jordan, and Iran, eventually becoming the world’s larg-
est textile exporter by 1933 [38, 56]. The Hashemite Kingdom of Iraq (1932-1958)
gained its sovereignty from Great Britain in 1932 — the British maintained their influ-
ence and had advisors throughout most parts of the Iraqi government until 1958 — and
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depended on Japanese textiles; Iraq was the second largest importer in the Middle
East. In 1934, Yamashita Kisen (now Mitsui) started a shipping route to Iraq, the
same year Iraq began importing cement from Japan [57]. At the beginning of the
1930s, Iraq and Japan had no bilateral diplomatic missions, and Iraqi and Japanese
officials met for commercial talks. Japan’s interest in Iraqi products was minimal,
with Japanese firms showing little appetite for goods like dates and wheat, despite
Iraq’s efforts to promote them. Both sides relied on the British government and its
consular services to facilitate communication and convey their respective interests
[58].

By the second half of the 1930s, Japan aimed to establish a Consulate-General. In
June 1939, prompted by its growing trade interests in Iraq, Japan set up a Japan Trade
Agency and Legation in Baghdad, a low form of diplomatic representation (lower
than an embassy) typically led by a minister [56]. In the 1930s, Mitsubishi Trading
Company (MTC) set up an office in Baghdad, which promoted trade and facilitated
the importation of Japanese goods and the exportation of some local Iraqi commodi-
ties, such as wheat and raw cotton [41, 59]. Japan increased its trade with Iraq after
Iraq imposed its import-export ratio system on Japan in 1938, which rose from 15%
to 35% of export value [41]. Japan attempted to have close political ties with anti-
British Iraqi PM Rashid al-Gailani. However, these attempts were thwarted when
al-Gailani was overthrown by the British forces in 1941. This was when London
and Tokyo were on opposing sides in WWII, the Allied powers versus the Axis pow-
ers. Subsequently, Iraq severed relations with Japan, and Japanese trading companies
were forced to close their offices in Baghdad. Therefore, the occurrence of fractional
formal ties was short-lived [38, 41].

Stage Two: Iraq and Japan in the Post-War Era

Post-WWII, a new-fangled global context marked the onset of economic diplomacy
between the two countries, as bilateral relations were re-established and Tokyo aimed
to forge new connections with the Middle East. Japan’s energy needs grew post-
WWII, and thus Iraqgi-Japanese bilateral ties revitalised, with economic diplomacy
becoming paramount. This period echoes the initial use of the concept’s processes
(communication between Japanese and Iraqi officials) and positive instruments
between both countries (e.g. establishing diplomatic representations). In 1953, Japan
sent a delegation to Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Egypt and Syria, and the officials were headed
by the acting Japanese minister Sasamoto [38]. This diplomatic mission aimed to
have political and trade ties with the region, including Iraq [56, 60]. In 1955, Iraq
ratified the San Francisco Peace Treaty to restore diplomatic relations between the
two countries [61]. Iraq opened its legation in Tokyo in 1955, and Japan’s legation
was restored in 1956. In 1957, Japan invited Iraq’s Crown Prince Abdul Ilah of Hejaz,
who visited Tokyo [62]. After the Iraqi monarchy was toppled by an Iraqi military
coup in 1958, which led to the establishment of the Republic of Iraq, Japan planned
to invite Iraqi PM Abdul Karim Qasim (1958-1963). In 1960, both Japan and Iraq
upgraded their legations to embassies [57]. The elevation of diplomatic representa-
tions marks the deployment of positive instruments between Japan and Iraq.
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Japan’s move from coal to oil powered its post-war economic development in the
1950s and 1960's, which increasingly depended on Middle Eastern energy [63]. This
period coincided with the increase in oil output in the region, including Iraq (Rumaila
giant oil field) [64]. Japan’s reliance on oil from the Middle East rose from 7 per cent
in the early 1950s to 80.1 per cent by 1960 to 84.7 per cent by 1970. Japan’s growing
need for oil, essential for its industrial complexes, has shaped its energy trade and
foreign trade relations since the mid-1950s, necessitating the mastery of its economic
diplomacy [65].

Japan’s first imported oil from Iran was in 1921, and in 1957, Japan’s Arabian Oil
Company was founded. It was the first Japanese company to produce oil in the Gulf
[66]. Oil trade began between Iraq and Japan at the beginning of the 1960s, and the
volume of trade was inconsistent. For example, in 1968, Japan imported approxi-
mately 50,000 barrels of oil from Iraq. However, in 1972, that number dropped sig-
nificantly to only 5,000 barrels, which accounted for less than 1 per cent of Japan’s
oil imports from the region. In contrast, that year, other Middle Eastern countries
supplied a much larger share, with Iran providing 37 per cent (1,585,000 barrels)
and Saudi Arabia supplying 710,000 barrels of Japan’s oil imports [67, 68]. Iraq’s
imports of goods from Japan increased from the late 1950s and 1960s, as in 1957
Iraq imported $24.92 million and $30.24 million in 1969. Thus, over one decade,
Japan’s share increased from 7.9 to 8.3 per cent [69]. The two key bilateral agree-
ments that illustrate the use of economic diplomacy’s positive instruments by both
countries to ease trade are the Trade Agreement of 1964 and the Mutual Legal Assis-
tance Agreement of 1968 [70].

Stage Three: The 1973 QOil Crisis and the 1980s: Economic Shocks and Rewards

In these decades, the global context, namely the 1973 oil crisis in the aftermath of
the Arab-Israeli war (the fourth war between an Arab coalition led by Egypt against
Israel) and the second oil crisis (1979-1980), led to the effective use of economic
diplomacy tools and processes (negotiations). The mutual interest between Iraq and
Japan extended enormously from the 1970s through the 1980s, and some scholars,
such as Sakai (2001), call this period the honeymoon due to the flourishing economic
and trade bilateral relations [71]. The 1973 oil crisis jeopardised progress, but Japan’s
proactive, successful engagement with the Middle East can be understood through
the “process” dimension (negotiations via productive summits and meetings) and
positive instruments, which helped Japan avoid the oil embargo. The 1973 oil crisis
was a pivotal moment in Japan’s Middle East policy. It shifted the region from being
a passive, distant, marginal concern to a central focus of Japan’s foreign policy and
economic diplomacy. Before 1973, Japan’s involvement in the Middle East was lim-
ited, mainly trade and commercial, and characterised by low political engagement
and minimal strategic interest. Japan primarily viewed the region through an eco-
nomic lens, seeking stable oil supplies without becoming involved in the region [72].

By 1973, Japan imported around 99 per cent of crude oil, and around 43 per cent
was from the Organisation of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC), which
includes Iraq [73]. In October 1973, OAPEC classified Japan as “unfriendly,” expos-
ing its economic vulnerabilities, and this could be seen as a negative instrument by
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OAPEC. The consequences included inflation, recession, and a trade deficit for Japan
[64]. According to Japanese PM Takeo Miki (1974—1976), the implications of the
1973 oil crisis stemming from the Arab-Isracli war contributed to Japan’s indepen-
dent foreign policy, distancing it from the US during this crisis [74]. In 1973, Takeo
Miki visited eight countries in the region, including Iraq, and met Iraqi President
Ahmed Al-Baker to secure oil flow and address their demands, which indicates to
the process dimension. Japan repeatedly had to state its support for the Arab position
to lift the oil embargo. Japan proactively employed positive instruments and offered
economic and technical aid, including to Iraq. Ultimately, on December 15, 1973,
Japan’s status changed to “friendly,” the oil embargo was lifted, and Iraqi Industry
and Minerals Minister Sa’adun Hammadi praised Japan’s proactive attitude [75].

Shortly after the oil crisis, more processes occurred at summits and positive instru-
ments were utilised by both countries, such as joint committees, trade agreements and
further aid from Japan. In January 1974, Japan’s Minister of International Trade and
Industry (MITI), Yasuhiro Nakasone, visited Iraq. In turn, Iraq’s Economy Minister,
Hikmat Al-Azzawi, visited Tokyo and included a discussion of Japan’s construc-
tion of projects and oil imports from Iraq. These exchanges resulted in the sign-
ing of the Economic and Technological Cooperation Agreement (ETCA) in August
1974 [67]. ETCA laid the groundwork for the Japan-Iraq Joint Committee Meetings,
which began in 1975 and continued until the end of the 1980s. Japan offered Iraq
(US$250 million loan) and US$750 million export credits to help Iraq’s construction
of fertilisers as part of the agreement [67, 76]. Japan collaborated on the construction
of six projects, while Iraq agreed to supply 90 million tons of petroleum and liquefied
petroleum gas to Japan over 10 years [64, 77]. Projects funded by Japan’s Official
Development Assistance (ODA) included the Khor al-Zubair Chemical and Fertiliser
Plant in Hartha in 1975 and a thermal power plant in 1976 [67]. In 1977, the first
Japan-Iraq joint committee met in Tokyo, and Japan agreed to provide an additional
loan of US$1 billion to Iraq, following Iraq’s request for the loan made during MITI
Minister Toshio Koumoto’s visit to Iraq in 1976 [77]. Despite Japan’s increased dip-
lomatic engagement in the Middle East—such as visits and economic agreements—
and its strengthening of diplomatic ties with Arab states to reduce future risks, its
ability to act independently of the US was somewhat constrained. Japan’s policy gen-
erally had to balance the demands of Arab oil states and US strategic expectations.
Its approach towards the region was influenced by its reliance on the US for security
and military guarantees, and it refrained from actions that might antagonise US stra-
tegic interests [64, 78]. Nonetheless, Japan’s public statements in support of the Arab
stance prompted disappointment and understanding from the US State Department.
For example, spokesman George Vest said, “While the United States appreciated the
difficulties Japan faced because of a threatened oil embargo from the Middle East,
we regret that the Japanese Government found it necessary to make a statement of
this nature.” [79]. While Japan’s public statements regarding the crisis were designed
to reassure Arab oil countries and maintain favourable relations for energy security,
they were carefully calibrated to protect its economic interests [75].

Japan experienced its second oil crisis from 1979 to 1980, driven by regional con-
text dimension, particularly the Iranian Revolution in 1979 and the Iran-Iraq War.
These events disrupted the oil supply and prompted the Organisation of the Petro-
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leum Exporting Countries to increase oil prices by around 40 per cent. This phase
illustrates the process dimension as Japan communicated with energy-producing
countries, including Iraq, and used positive tools, such as technological cooperation
and aid, to secure a stable energy flow [71, 80, 81]. In 1979, the Irag-Japan joint
committee was held again when MITI Minister Masumi Esaki visited Iraq, and fur-
ther discussions were held on technological cooperation and facilitating Iraq’s oil
flow to Japan on a government-to-government basis rather than via multinational oil
companies [77]. In return, Masumi Esaki pledged more than $2 billion in loans to
support Iraq’s industrial development. Trade flourished, and in 1979, Iraq placed an
order for 61,000 cars from Japan, making it Japan’s second-largest automobile export
destination after the US [82]. The first and second oil crises paved the way for closer
relations between Baghdad and Tokyo, and Iraq became a top market for Japanese
construction companies in this period [67].

The Iran-Iraq War commenced in 1980, marking a regional context dimension
that shaped Irag-Japan relations. The 1980s included discussions on how to proceed
with bilateral ties, which illustrate the process dimension. The Japanese government-
initiated efforts for a ceasefire, maintaining cordial relations with both Iran and Iraq
throughout the conflict. In 1983, Japanese foreign minister Shintaro Abe visited Iran
and Iraq to discuss trade and a potential peace deal [83]. Iraq continued to be a crucial
market for Japanese investments, and it sustained its engagement and grew bilateral
trade. Between 1979 and 1981, total trade was US$3 billion each year, and Baghdad
accounted for around one-fifth of Japan’s overseas plant orders. The 1970s and the
early 1980s witnessed the use of economic diplomacy tools, such as Japan’s aid to
and investments in Iraq. In 1982, the OAD built 14 general hospitals, and in 1985,
Japan developed the Baijii Fertiliser Plant [67]. However, the continuation of the
Irag-Iran War raised the risk for Japanese investors to increase their investment in
Iraq. For example, the Iraqi Army attacked a petrochemical plant in Iran at the begin-
ning of the 1980s, which was under construction by Japan at that time, leading the
Japanese consortium to withdraw from the plant and pay compensation. An example
that reveals shrinking ties is the reduction of Japanese presence in Iraq from 5,000 in
the 1970s to 1,000 in the 1980s due to the war [82]. Irag-Japan trade declined at the
end of the 1980s, whereas Japan’s trade with other Middle Eastern countries, such as
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Kuwait, rose (see Table 1 and chart 1). For instance, in
1987, Irag-Japan total trade dropped by 48.5% to a million [84]. The Fifth Japan-Iraq
Joint Meeting, held in November 1987 in Baghdad, was to discuss how to improve
trade relations [84, 85]. However, due to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, the following
decade marks the lowest point in bilateral relations since WWII.

Stage Four: The first Gulf War and Economic Sanctions on Iraq in the 1990s

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990 and the subsequent US-led coalition for its libera-
tion shaped the “context” that severely strained relations between Japan and Iraq for
more than a decade, lasting until 2003. This context demonstrates the limitations of
positive instruments, but it allows for the application of negative instruments, such
as embargoes [86] as Japan and Iraq used negative instruments. On August 6, 1990,
Japan announced comprehensive economic sanctions against Iraq, including a trade
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Table 1 Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Iran, Qatar, Kuwait and Iraq’s exports to Japan (2018-2024). Created and
calculated by the author, and sources include the OEC and SJ-MoF

Year Saudi Arabia’s  The UAE’s Iran’s exports Qatar’s ex- Kuwait’s Iraq’s
exports to Japan exports to to Japan ports to Japan exports to exports
Japan Japan to
Japan
1988 6.34b 5.31b 1.16b 1.13b 1.58b 827 m
1992 10.18b 9.73b 2.60b 2.17b 1.19b 12m
1995 9.13b 10.19b 2.65b 2.04b 2.77b Im
2000 14.2b 17.02b 5.36b 5.86b 4.99b 661 m
2003 14.56b 14.34b 7.43b 6.15b 4.56b 103 m
2005 28.76b 25.36b 10.38b 10.68b 7.64b 438 m
2010 35.87b 29.26b 11.68b 21.69b 10.26b 3.42b
2015 25.07b 23.51b 3.25b 16.3b 6.41b 1.3b
2020 18.44b 16.39b 33.8m 9.18b 4.56b 181 m
2024 31.14b 38.46b 20.19 m 7.42b 7.7b 17m

Abbreviations: b billion, m million
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Chart 1 Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Iran, Qatar, Kuwait and Iraq’s exports to Japan (2018-2024). Created
and calculated by the author, and sources include the OEC and SJ-MoF

embargo and the suspension of investment, loans, and cooperation activities, prior
to the UN Security Council sanctions on Iraq on the 6th of August 1990. Japan’s
swift reaction to Iraq’s invasion was not unnatural, as Japan had a firm stance against
military aggression. For instance, Japan’s prompt opposition to Vietnam’s invasion
of Cambodia in 1979 [87]. Iraq did not anticipate such firm responses from Japan, as
it continued to grant Japanese firms preferential treatment. In response, Iraq ceased
issuing visas to Japanese citizens and prohibited them from leaving the country [73].
Early in the conflict, the Iraqi regime took 213 Japanese citizens hostage among a
total of 2,000 foreigners, using them as human shields against foreign attacks [88].
Japanese PM Toshiki Kaifu approached Iraq and other Middle Eastern states to plead
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for their support to release the hostages, and Toshiki Kaifu met with Iraqi Vice Presi-
dent Taha Yassin Ramadan in Amman in October 1990 [89]. The UN, the Red Cross,
Japan and its Western allies successfully negotiated with Iraq to release the hostages
[90, 91].

Toshiki planned to post troops from the Japanese Self-Defence Forces to join
the multinational forces against Iraq, but the Japanese Court and Diet (the national
legislature of Japan) blocked the PM’s decision. Japan provided financial aid of
$13 billion to the multinational forces [92]. In January 1991, Iraq considered Japan
a “hostile nation”, and Iraq’s ambassador to Japan, Rashid Rifai, said, “Japan will be
responsible for every drop of blood, every destruction that is caused in Iraq” [93]. In
1991, Japan temporarily ceased the function of its embassy in Baghdad after Japa-
nese diplomats evacuated Baghdad, and later, its function was minimal. In the same
year, Iraq lowered its diplomatic mission at the Iraqi Embassy in Tokyo, from an
ambassador to the Charge Affairs [94].

While politically and financially, Japan supported the US-led coalition, the US
was dissatisfied with Japan’s role as a “diplomacy check.” After the Gulf War, Japan
was excluded from the celebrations of victory by the US and its allies, and it was not
included in the New York Times’s message of gratitude for the liberation of Kuwait
[95]. Japan experienced a period known as “Iraqi or Japan shock™ due to its ill-pre-
paredness for the demands of a new international system led by the US. After the
Cold War, Japan realised it should play a major role in international affairs [95].

During the UN sanctions against Iraq under Resolution 661, announced in August
1990, Japan exported humanitarian supplies to Iraq, such as medicine and foodstuffs,
which were allowed [96, 97]. Due to Iraq’s regime crackdown on the Iraqi revolt in
the south and the KR-I in the 1990s, which created mass refugees in Iran and Turkey,
Japan sent the Japan Disaster Relief Teams to Iran and Turkey [41, 98]. Follow-
ing Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, Japanese investors became more hesitant to invest
in Iraq, and trade declined unprecedentedly. For instance, while total trade in 1989
was US$1.23 billion, in 1991, it dropped to US$508 thousand and US$1 million in
1994, with Iraq exports comprising none. However, Japanese companies have traded
with Iraq since 1996 through UN humanitarian assistance to Iraq via the “oil for
food program,” which was in place from 1996 to 2003. Through this programme, in
1997, Japanese companies imported crude oil from Iraq worth US$1.1 million [99].
In 1997, Japan provided US$1.46 million in emergency aid to Iraq to ease its negotia-
tions for oil deals.

Bilateral ties further deteriorated as Japan expressed its diplomatic support to the
US Operation Northern Watch in 1997, and it enforced a no-fly zone in Iraqi Kurdis-
tan to protect the region from Saddam’s airstrikes. Additionally, Japan diplomatically
supported Operation Desert Fox in 1998, as Iraq did not allow UN inspectors to visit
specific military sites. In response, Iraq announced it would not allow Japan to pur-
chase oil from Iraq through the UN programme [73]. Despite this, Japan continued
purchasing oil from Iraq through the UN programme. Please see Table 2, charts 2
and 3, which show the substantial drop in bilateral trade in the 1990s, the gradual
increase in trade through the UN humanitarian programme, and the continuation of
trade through the UN despite Iraq’s disgruntlement with Japan’s support to the US-
led coalition. Since the mid-1970s, Japan has begun diversifying its oil supplies,
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Table2 Japan-Iraq bilateral Year Japan to Iraq Iraq to Japan Total Trade
trade (1988-2024): Japan export

2024 899 M 17M 916 M
to Iraq & Iraq export to Japan.
Created and calculated by the 2023 847M 29M 876 M
author and sources include the 2022 660 M 312K 660 M
OEC and SJ-MoF 2021 420 M 230 M 650 M
2020 366 M 181 M 547TM
2019 750 M 947 M 1.7B
2018 360 M 13B 1.66 B
2017 284 M 1B 1.28 B
2016 345 M 1.08 B 143 B
2015 506 M 13B 1.81 B
2014 579 M 1.54 B 2.12B
2013 735 M 2.5B 324B
2012 358 M 2.8B 3.16 B
2011 338 M 373 B 4.07B
2010 307 M 342B 3.73B
2009 318 M 141B 1.73B
2008 203 M 1.52B 1.72B
2007 119M 1.02B 1.14B
2006 199 M 911 M 1.11 B
2005 131 M 438 M 569 M
2004 702 M 1.17B 1.24 B
2003 75M 103 M 178 M
2002 283 M 110 M 393 M
2001 191 M 136 K 191 M
2000 43 M 661 M 704 M
1999 33.6M 689 M 723 M
1998 9.5M 83 M 92.5M
1997 496 M 117M 122 M
1996 323K 4K 327K
1995 303K 1M 1.3 M
1994 .1 M 0 1.1 M
1993 474K 0 474K
1992 415M 1.2M 416 M
1991 301K 207K 508 K
1990 262 M 943 M 121B
Abbreviations: k thousand, b 1989 490M 12B 1.69B
1988 405 M 827M 123 B

billion, m million

which has reduced its reliance on one or two countries, [87, 100] and provided Japan
with more leeway to decouple its economy and, consequently, its policies from an
area of instability.

Stage Five: Japan and Iraq: Reviving Relations Post-2003
Japan’s first post-WWII military deployment to war and its willingness to participate

in international security came after 9/11, when it dispatched its warships to the Indian
Ocean in support of the US-led coalition in Afghanistan. Subsequently, in February
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Chart 3 Total trade between Japan and Iraq (1988-2024). Created and calculated by the author, and
sources include the OEC and SJ-MoF:

2002, Japan’s PM Junichiro Koizumi vowed assistance to US President George W
Bush’s war on terror. This commitment set a precedent for Japan’s involvement in
the Iraq War, and PM Koizumi promised “unconditional” support for the Iraq War
[101]. In early 2003, Japan was under pressure to follow through on its promises,
a point underscored by US Deputy Defence Secretary Paul Wolfowitz, who high-
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lighted the importance of boots on the ground and sent several messages to Tokyo.
In May 2003, President Bush asked PM Junichiro Koizumi that the US expects
“boots on the ground” from its ally [Japan], and Koizumi offered Bush his “heart
to heart” (ishin denshin) promise to dispatch Japanese troops for humanitarian and
reconstruction in Iraq [102—104]. PM Koizumi Junichiro utilised the US-led “war
on terror” and the Iraq War as opportunities to strengthen relations with Washington
and expand Japan’s international military role, pushing beyond Japan’s pacifist con-
stitution (Article 9). Japanese leaders argued that their alliance obligations left them
with “no choice” but to back US actions. However, this justification usually aligned
with domestic political goals, particularly the efforts to normalise Japan’s military
posture and enhance its status on the global stage [104, 105]. The US-Japan relations
were shaped by Japanese dependency. Additionally, there was also a persistent ten-
sion between conservative assertiveness (supporters of the war) and popular pacifism
(opponents of the war). The former included a realist-minded group surrounding PM
Koizumi, advocating for Japan becoming a great power. Popular pacifism comprised
ordinary Japanese citizens (according to a Japanese poll, 60 per cent disapproved of
Japan’s involvement in the Iraq War), four Japanese opposition parties, and a small
segment of the media. Consequently, there was a heated debate in Japan between the
opponents and supporters [39, 104, 106, 107].

In September 2002, PM Koizumi spoke at the UN General Assembly and stated
that Iraq “must comply with all the relevant UN Security Council resolutions” and
“must allow immediate and unconditional inspections and dispose of all weapons
of mass destruction” [108]. In March 2003, Koizumi declared that he supported an
attack against Iraq with the US-led “coalition of the willing” and without a UN reso-
lution after Bush’s ultimatum. Koizumi justified this position by arguing that Japan
needed to contribute to international security and maintain a robust alliance with the
US during North Korea’s threats [109]. Japan swiftly enacted legalisation authorising
the dispatch of Ground Self-Defence Forces (GSDF) to support humanitarian assis-
tance and post-war reconstruction. The GSDF would operate only in ‘non-combat’
areas [110]. Japan underscored non-combat areas to avoid violating its pacifist con-
stitution, which “renounces war and the use of force to settle international disputes.”
[111].

Irag-Japan relations have been shaped by the context dimension “local and global,”
which includes Japan’s avoiding Iraq shock, the US-Japan alliance’s imperative, and
Japan’s role in the US-led coalition in the Iraq War. A new context emerged after
topping Saddam, which revived bilateral ties and demonstrated the presence of pro-
cesses and positive instruments, including re-establishing ties after 2003, numerous
summits, sizable aid and investments. At the Madrid International Donor conference
for Iraq’s reconstruction in November 2003, Japan was the second highest donor
after the US (US$20 bn) and offered US$5 bn (1.5b grant and 3.5b loan) [112]. Japan
relieved Iraq of 80% of its debt, totalling $6.8 billion by 2008, based on the agree-
ment reached between Tokyo and Baghdad at the Paris Club Agreement in November
2004. [113] Since 2003, Japan has been proactively and diplomatically engaged in
Iraq and has vowed to reopen its embassy in Baghdad. In May 2003, Japanese Vice-
Minister for Foreign Affairs Toshimitsu Motegi went to Baghdad to assess the risk
and situation and directly met with US and UN officials [114]. In 2003 and 2004,
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members of Iraq’s Governing Council (2003-June 2004), operating under the super-
vision of the US-led Coalition Provisional Authority, visited Japan. For instance, in
March 2004, an Iraqi delegation led by Mohammed Bahr Al Uloom, the Chairman of
Iraq’s Governing Council, travelled to Japan and met PM Koizumi and other mem-
bers of the Japanese cabinet [115]. In 2004, PM Koizumi and Iraqi interim PM Ayad
Allawi underlined the importance of Japan’s contribution to Iraq’s reconstruction
and stability. These official and diplomatic visits and discussions represent a positive
economic diplomacy instrument centred on Iraq’s reconstruction, Japan’s assistance,
and Iraq’s transitional process [116].

As Iraq’s insurgency was on the rise post-2003, the security risk increased for the
Japanese presence. Two Japanese diplomats, including Japan’s ambassador to Iraq,
Katsuhiko Oku, appointed in 2003, who headed to an event in Tikrit on Iraq’s recon-
struction, were murdered on the 29th of November 2003 by terrorists. Furthermore,
a Japanese civilian traveller was kidnapped in Iraq and later executed by al-Qaeda in
Iraq led by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi in October 2004. Al-Zarqawi demanded Japan’s
withdrawal from Iraq, but Japan refused [117]. These incidents sent shock waves
across Japan at a time when Japan’s involvement was controversial, and public opin-
ion in Japan was deeply divided on the Iraq War, and there were anti-war protests
[118]. Japan was eager to maintain coordinal relations with Iraq and appointed Ken-
jiro Monji as Japan’s ambassador to Iraq, and Iraq’s first ambassador post-2003 to
Japan was Ghanim Alwan Aljumaily, who was appointed from 2004 until 2009.

Japan'’s Experience in Samawah

After the US official request, in January 2004, Japan dispatched 600 GSDF to
Iraq, known as the Japanese Iraq Reconstruction and Support Group (JIRSG) or
in Japanese Jietai Iraku Fukkou Shiengun. They were based in Iraq’s southern city
of Samawabh, the capital of Muthana governorate. This is the first Japanese ground
military deployment since 1945 into an active war region [119]. The reasons why
Samawah was chosen for Japanese troops to be stationed include: First, Japanese
officials and Japan’s National Defence Agency (Boeichd) assessed Samawah as
“safe enough” for Japanese troops to carry out humanitarian operations, and even
PM Junichiro Koizumi underscored the security assessment [120]. Secondly, in al-
Muthana, there was a need for reconstruction efforts with significant deterioration of
infrastructure, neglected medical facilities, high unemployment of around 70% and
Japan’s government fact-finding mission found that these issues should be addressed
[121, 122]. The JIRSG’s central mission was humanitarian and reconstruction, which
included medical support and water supply. The mission helped rebuild infrastructure
at 133 locations in Samawah (including medical facilities, schools, roads, and pro-
tected archaeological sites), delivered equipment and trucks to local authorities, and
employed thousands of Iraqis working on these projects [123]. Third, the Japanese
government under Koizumi needed to manage public opinion and constitutional con-
straints, and by choosing a location viewed as somewhat safe enough, they aimed to
minimise potential domestic criticism. This was necessary as Japan’s Act on Special
Measures concerning Humanitarian Relief and Reconstruction Work and Security
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Assistance in Iraq (Act No. 137 of 2003) serves as a legal framework established
by Japan’s Diet (the bicameral national legislature of Japan). This permits the Japa-
nese GSDF to be deployed to Iraq for purposes of reconstruction and humanitarian
assistance [124, 125]. Koizumi stated that, according to the law, the Japanese troops
“will not engage in the use of force” and “will not participate in combative activities”
[126]. Fourth, collaboration between Japan’s GSDF and MOFA Japan allows Japa-
nese firms to secure reconstruction contracts and facilitate more targeted ODA grants
in the necessary areas of Samawah [127]. Fifth, the simultaneous presence of Dutch
and British forces provided a security umbrella for Japanese troops [128].

The first commander of JIRSG was LTG Bansho, who called for supporting the
role of locals and urged an approach known as “Silk Hat Diplomacy”, which means
maintaining a high Bushido spirit (principles that include benevolence and respect),
thus helping Iraqis with empathy [129]. The JIRSGS wore Insignia/badges on their
military uniforms stating in Arabic £ adat al-E 'mmar, which means reconstruction,
to demonstrate their non-combatant role. They engaged with locals and organised
festivities [130]. An Iraqi-Japanese Friends Association conducted a small poll (about
130 people) in December 2004 to assess how locals in Samawah view the Japanese
authorities. The vast majority had positive views and voted for Japan to stay [131].
While hundreds of locals marched and thanked JIRSG in May 2004 in Samawah,
[132] in July 2005, there were anti-Japan demonstrations driven by then anti-US
Islamic Shia leader Mugqtada al-Sadr, partly due to the lack of water and electricity
[133].

In November 2004, Iraqi Deputy PM Barham Salih visited Samawah and met with
Japanese forces to discuss reconstruction efforts. Salih said, “Samawah is a shin-
ing example of the cooperation between the local population and the Iraqi Interim
government as well as the multi-national forces [Japan].” [134]. In 2003, 2004, and
2005, Japanese officials visited Baghdad and Samawah, such as Nukaga Fukushiro,
Japan’s Minister of Defense, who visited Samawah in 2005 to oversee Japan’s troops
and visit a new school built by Japan [135]. Despite this optimism, Michael Penn
(2007) observed that JIRSG were not as effective as portrayed. They were hiding in
their compounds largely to avoid casualties that might cause Japanese public uproar
[136]. Even with threats to JIRSG, there were no casualties among them, and Iraqi
and Japanese officials commended Japan’s role in Iraq and its contribution to bilateral
relations.

The Continuation of Japan-lraq Economic Diplomacy: From Aid and
Reconstruction to Trade

The new era of Japan-Iraq relations constitutes positive instruments, including state
visits, trade missions, establishing new consulates, investment promotion, signing
trade agreements, capacity building initiatives, reconstruction, and development
cooperation, which includes aid [13, 137]. In October 2004, Japan hosted the Iraq
Reconstruction conference in Tokyo, where 53 countries and international organisa-
tions participated, including the Iraqi interim government and Deputy PM Bahram
Salih, attended. At this conference, Japan underscored its aid contribution in Madrid
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in 2003, the outcomes of Japanese grants, the ODA’s and JIRSG’s humanitarian
reconstruction activities that support Iraqi reconstruction [138]. Japan was the larg-
est partner of the UN-HABITAT Iraq reconstruction programme and donated over
$42 million to reconstruction projects in 2004 across Baghdad, Bagqubah, Kirkuk,
Samawah, Nassiriya, and Basra [139].

In November 2005, Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari visited Japan and met
with the PM and his counterpart to discuss Iraq’s reconstruction. They emphasised
Japan’s commitment to cancelling 80% of Iraq’s debt. Zebari thanked Japan’s forces
and hoped their mission in Samawah would be extended. The following month, Iraqi
interim PM Ibrahim al-Jafaari visited Japan, requesting an extension of the Japanese
mission and discussing loans for oil infrastructure. Subsequently, in December 2005,
Japan’s cabinet approved the extension for one year. In June 2006, PM Koizumi
stated that Japan would withdraw its troops from Iraq: “We have decided to withdraw
our troops from Iraq after judging that our troops’ humanitarian and reconstruction
assistance has attained a certain level of achievement “ [140].

During Iraqi Oil Minister Hussain al-Shahristani’s 2006 visit to Japan, more posi-
tive tools, such as capacity-building initiatives, were employed as Japan pledged to
support Iraq’s oil and gas infrastructure, including training 1,000 petroleum engi-
neers. Iraq and Japan agreed to establish a joint committee to coordinate these bilat-
eral projects [141]. In August 2006, Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Aso visited Iraq
and met his counterpart, as well as Iraq’s PM Nouri al-Maliki, to discuss bilateral
energy and reconstruction projects. The following year, al-Maliki visited Japan and
met with Japanese Emperor Akihito, Empress Michiko, PM Shinzo Abe (2006-2020),
and cabinet members and acknowledged Japan’s reconstruction role and encouraged
Japanese businesses to invest in Iraq, including the oil sector. The two PMs signed
an agreement worth ($865.7 million) for a loan from Japan to build fertiliser, refinery
plants, water supply equipment, repair electricity supplies, an oil facility in Basrah,
and it would be repaid by Iraq over 4 decades [142]. Other bilateral economic coop-
eration initiatives include the following: In 2009, Japan established the Iraq Desk
at the Japan Cooperation Centre for the Middle East, which is supported by MOFA
Japan and METI (in 2001 MITI was reorganised into the Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry (METTI)), to focus on providing support and encouraging Japanese busi-
ness engagement in Iraq. In the same year, in December, the Japan-Iraq Economic
Forum was held, featuring a delegation from Japan led by Deputy Minister of METI
Tadahiro Matsushita, Japan’s Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, and representatives
from around 100 Japanese companies. The Iraqi delegation included PM al-Maliki
and 10 other officials, accompanied by 200 representatives from both Iraq’s public
and private sectors [143]. However, a 2022 METI document mentions several coun-
tries, including Irag, South Sudan, Lebanon, and the Democratic Republic of Congo,
which are deemed high-risk countries concerning the transfer of sensitive technolo-
gies (including military-related technologies). Japanese companies will face scrutiny
and undergo additional compliance procedures [144]. In the same vein, Japan’s cau-
tion in deepening bilateral ties has also been evident in warnings to Japanese citizens
to avoid non-essential travel, in strongly worded evacuation advisories, and in urging
them to avoid visiting Iraq. Despite the bilateral rapprochement, Iraq’s instability, ter-
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rorist attacks (currently less frequent), and lack of transparency hinder certain aspects
of extensive and deep economic and technological cooperation.

Japan expanded its diplomatic and business presence to the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq (KR-I), manifesting a proactive use of positive instruments. Japan’s involvement
in the KR-I is largely due to its relative stability and security, making it an attractive
location for Japanese ODA projects and investments from Japanese companies [ 145].
Japan’s Ambassador to Iraq, Futoshi Matsumoto, stated that the “Kurdistan Region
has prosperity and stability”. The new Japanese Ambassador to Iraq, Akira Endo, and
the Kurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) officials recognise the importance of
engaging Japanese companies in the KR-I, highlighting the investment opportuni-
ties for Japan [146]. While Japan has growing interest in the KR-I, Tokyo under-
scores Iraq’s territorial integrity and calls for continued dialogue between Baghdad
and Erbil, the KR-I’s capital, to address unresolved issues [145]. In September 2008,
Japan opened an Honorary Consulate in Erbil, the capital of the KR-I. This was later
upgraded to a full consulate in 2017 after a visit by Japan’s State Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Kentaro Sonora, who met with top KRG officials. From 2007 onwards, the
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has been involved in several recon-
struction and humanitarian ventures across the KR-I, including the development of
power plants and water treatment plants, as well as humanitarian aid to internally dis-
placed persons and Syrian refugees. Japanese firms have invested in the KR-I, nota-
bly Toyota Iraq, a major automotive company with hubs in Baghdad and Erbil. With
support from the Japanese government, Toyota Iraq collaborates with UN-Habitat on
reconstruction and infrastructure projects, including building 9,000 houses in Mosul
after its liberation from the Islamic State [147].

In 2009, Iraq and Japan signed the Japan-Iraq Comprehensive Partnership. This
‘strategic partnership,” initially conceived in March 2007 at MOFA Japan, encom-
passed cooperation in energy, capacity building, and investment promotion. It aimed
to re-establish regular joint ministerial-level committee meetings across all minis-
tries [148]. This marked a shift from previous terminology that focused solely on
reconstruction activities, led by PM Koizumi. Critics, such as Penn (2007), argue
that Japan’s “strategic partnership” with Iraq is, in essence, a strategic alignment
with the US. While the US has influenced Japan’s foreign policy towards Iraq, Japan
has also aimed to engage with Iraq independently, emphasising the enhancement of
diplomatic relations, energy cooperation, trade, and infrastructure development [136,
149]. Penn (2007) argued that The 2009 Japan-Iraq Comprehensive Partnership was
insubstantial. They suggested it was primarily an effort to distract from Iraq’s insta-
bility and did not represent a significant change in Japan’s foreign policy towards
Iraq, which remained aligned with the US in the region [136]. Despite criticism, the
Japan-Iraq partnership continued to show signs of activity, exemplified by a joint
committee meeting in 2012 that brought together representatives from trade, oil,
finance, agriculture, electricity, and health ministries [150]. Another example is an
agreement to promote and protect investment between Japan and Iraq, signed in 2012
and taking effect in 2014. Since then, several attempts have been made to strengthen
this partnership. Notably, Iraq’s Foreign Minister al-Jafari made efforts in 2016, fol-
lowed by Iraq’s PM al-Sudani in 2022, when they met with Japanese officials to work
on activating the joint committees [151, 152]. While the partnership has not delivered
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on its promises, such as meeting annually in committees, it provides a foundation for
building upon. Iraqi and Japanese officials made over 70 bilateral visits, including at
the presidential, ministerial, and premiership levels, from 2003 to 2022 [153]. These
exhibit the scale of cordial rapport and underline the expanding role of the dimen-
sion processes (negotiations and communication) that promoted the deployment of
positive instruments since 2003. However, there are limitations to the progress of
bilateral ties due to Iraq’s systematic corruption, challenges within bureaucracy, poor
coordination among governmental bodies, a lack of transparency across various sec-
tors, and an underdeveloped private sector and infrastructure to attract investors, as
well as concerns related to terrorism and militias, all of which are obstacles hinder-
ing the expansion of economic and political relations between Japan and Iraq [149].
A press release from Japan’s embassy in Iraq highlights the importance of ensuring
transparency, accountability, and efficiency in project implementation between Japan
and Iraq [154]. These issues highlight Japan’s concerns about Iraq’s structural prob-
lems and weak state institutions.

Energy Ties Post-2003

Post-Saddam bilateral energy has advanced through positive economic diplomacy
tools, such as state facilitation of firms’ activities, official meetings, Japan’s assis-
tance and investments in Iraq’s oil infrastructure, and energy agreements to secure
energy production and supply [5, 13, 155]. Immediately after Saddam’s fall, Mit-
subishi Corp signed a contract with Iraq’s SOMO for an initial shipment of two mil-
lion oil barrels [141]. Japanese firms, such as JAPEX, provided technical assistance
to the Iraqi Oil Ministry (IoM). In March 2005, JAPEX signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the IoM to assess undeveloped oil fields, jointly explore four
regions, and provide technical support and training. In 2006, they studied ways to
raise production [54].

In 2006, Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Aso highlighted Iraq’s importance for
Japan’s stable crude oil supply. That year, Iraq was Japan’s 10th-largest oil supplier,
providing 42,000 daily barrels worth $991 million, a 75% increase from 2005 [142].
However, in 2006, Iraq exported less oil to Japan than other Gulf countries, such as
Saudi Arabia (US$37b), the United Arab Emirates (US$31.5b oil and gas), Kuwait
(US$9.12b), Oman (US$2.57b), and Qatar(US$13.3b). This stresses Japan’s increas-
ingly diversifying energy supplies. Nonetheless, Japan continued its investment in
Iraq. For example, in August 2009, Mitsubishi invested 5% in the Iraq-Shell gas
project in Basra with the IoM and Shell. [156] In 2010, JAPEX signed a contract
with the South Oil Company of oM for development and production services for the
Garraf field in southern Iraq [157]. In 2011, a Japanese symposium involved officials
from both countries, and the Iraqi oil Deputy Minister stated that the IToM was in dis-
cussion with Japanese companies on new ventures. In May 2012, Japan’s NPEX and
Russia’s LUKOIL were awarded the rights to explore oil. In 2017, INPEX announced
that it had discovered oil deposits west of Basra, holding 40 per cent of the shares in
2020. The IoM offered Japan’s JGC Holdings Corporation’s Basra refinery upgrade
project, in which JGC invested US$4.6 billion and is scheduled for completion by
2026 [158].
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Japan reduced its reliance on Iranian oil imports leading up to the signing of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action and again after the US withdrawal in 2018 under
President Trump [159]. This created a temporary window of opportunity for Iraq to
increase its energy exports to Japan, which did not materialise. Despite the successful
deployment of positive tools between Baghdad and Tokyo, post-2003, Iraq’s trade
and energy ties are higher with China and South Korea. For instance, in 2016, the
total trade between China and Iraq was USD17.4b, and Iraq and South Korea was
USS$6.1b, whereas Iraq and Japan’s total trade was US$1.53b, and from 2019 to 2024,
Irag-Japan bilateral trade dropped to US$ 916 m in 2023 [5]. In contrast, Japan’s trade
volume with other oil-rich countries in the region is higher than with Iraq. Please
see Table 1 and Chart 2 to view the gap between Iraq and other energy-producing
Middle Eastern countries. This disparity likely stems from persistent instability in
Iraq, including the Iran-Iraq War, Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and subsequent UN
sanctions, and post-2003 Iraq’s insurgency. Meanwhile, Japan has been promoting
nuclear power, diversifying its oil and gas supply with significant LNG contributions
from in and beyond the Middle East, such as Australia and Malaysia, 38 and 16%,
respectively, in 2024 and Japan’s investment in renewable energy [160, 161].

Conclusion

The study examines why and how economic diplomacy materialised between Japan
and Iraq before and after 2003 by analysing the context in each phase of bilateral
relations. The emergence of economic diplomacy depends on both countries’ needs
and interests in a given context, whether local, regional, global, or a combination of
them. The context determines how economic diplomacy’s processes and instruments
occur and are exercised. All three dimensions have been scrutinised in the five stages
of bilateral ties.

In stage one, before the 1950s, the lack of economic diplomacy between Iraq and
Japan was due to the absence of formal ties, despite limited bilateral trade and a
low level of Japanese diplomatic presence in Iraq. Additionally, the global context,
namely during WWII and the period under British mandate in Iraq, and later the
continuation of British influence after gaining its sovereignty until the 1958 military
coup, constrained Irag-Japan bilateral ties, as London and Tokyo were adversaries
during WWIL.

Stage two marks the appearance of some elements of economic diplomacy between
Iraq and Japan due to the context of a new global order that appeared in the post-war
era, and in Tokyo and Baghdad, there were new regimes. Japan’s economic miracle
began in the 1950s, necessitating its ties with the oil-rich countries, including Iraq.
Therefore, positive instruments such as the 1964 trade agreement began to appear.

Stage three in the 1970s and 1980s displays fluctuating ties between positive
(increased trade and investment) and negative (threats of sanctions) instruments due
to changes in the context dimension, such as the 1973 OAPEC oil embargo and the
Iran-Iraq war. The former comprises the process dimension of proactive engagement,
where Japan and OAPEC, including Iraq, negotiated. Japan overcame the challenge
through diplomatic support for Arab states and positive instruments and measures
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such as investments in Iraq’s energy infrastructure. Stage four in the 1990s dem-
onstrates the lowest level of bilateral relations since its inception in the mid-20th
century and the usage of negative instruments due to the context of Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait and the UN sanctions on Iraq.

The fifth stage crystallises the revival of Iraq-Japan relations, mainly due to
changes in the global and regional context, namely Japan’s participation in the US-
led coalition in the Iraq war, the toppling of Saddam, and Iraq’s new political sys-
tem and elites. Post-2003 shows an unprecedented number of official meetings and
summits that include process dimensions such as negotiations and communication
to revive bilateral ties, the extensive use of positive instruments from Japan’s recon-
struction projects throughout Iraq, and the expansion of trade and diplomatic rela-
tions with the KR-I. Although bilateral trade peaked, Japan’s oil and gas imports have
decreased significantly since 2019, partly due to Japan’s diversification in energy
sources beyond Iraq and to Japan’s investment in renewable energy. Moreover, this
phase of bilateral relations faces challenges, including militias in Iraq (such as Shia
militias), corruption, weak bureaucratic institutions, and a lack of transparency in
Iraq.

Since the third stage, Iraq-Japan relations have been influenced by Japan’s reliance
on the US security guarantees. While the US influence on Irag-Japan relations was
prominent during the Iraq War, as Japan joined the US-led coalition, Japan’s involve-
ment in Iraq was limited to humanitarian and reconstruction efforts as Japan trod a
delicate line. During the 1973 oil crisis, Japan demonstrated pragmatism and pursued
its own interests, despite US dissatisfaction with Japan’s diplomatic siding with the
Arab position to secure energy supplies. In the following decades in the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, Japan continued to balance between the Arab states, Israel, and the
US, but not at the expense of the US strategic interests [162].

Bilateral relations could be enhanced beyond fossil fuels through further positive
instruments. The absence of a colonial past and the lack of psychological barriers
from the Iraqi side could improve ties between Iraq and Japan [149]. First, while
talks began in 2021 on Japan’s investment in renewable energy in Iraq, more con-
crete steps could be taken. Second, joint committees should be revitalised within the
comprehensive agreement across all ministries. Third, there is an opportunity for
greater cooperation between small- and mid-sized businesses, research institutes, and
universities in both countries. Finally, Japan’s support in developing Iraq’s economic
digitisation could help Iraq tackle corruption and a lack of transparency.

Acknowledgements There is no funding for this manuscript and ethical approval was not required because
the manuscript does not include interviews or fieldwork and the data was used in the manuscript is in the
public domain.

Author contributions This is a single-author manuscript written by Dr Zana Gul, a Lecturer (Assistant
Professor) in International Politics at the University of Stirling. There is no funding for this manuscript.

Funding There is no funding for this manuscript.

Data Availability No datasets were generated or analysed during the current study.

@ Springer



East Asia

Declarations

Ethical Approval was not required because the manuscript does not include interviews or fieldwork, and
the data used are in the public domain.

Competing interests The authors declare no competing interests.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License,
which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long
as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative
Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line
to the material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use
is not permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission
directly from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by/4.0/.

References

1. Okano-Heijmans M. Economic Diplomacy: Japan and the Balance of National Interests [Internet].
Boston, UNITED STATES: BRILL; 2013 [cited 2024 Mar 28]. Available from: http://ebookcentral.p
roquest.com/lib/stir/detail.action?docID=1316694

2. Okano-Heijmans M. Conceptualizing Economic Diplomacy:The Crossroads of International Rela-
tions, Economics, IPE and Diplomatic Studies. Hague J Dipl. 2011;6(1-2):7-36. doi:https://doi.org/
10.1163/187119111X566742

3. Kaiser DE. Economic Diplomacy and the Origins of the Second World War: Germany, Britain,
France, and Eastern Europe, 1930-1939. In: Economic Diplomacy and the Origins of the Second
World War [Internet]. Princeton University Press; 2015 [cited 2024 Mar 28]. Available from: https://
www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9781400875719/html?lang=enhttps://doi.org/10.1515/9
781400875719

4. Van Bergeijk PAG, Moons SJV. Introduction to the Research Handbook on Economic Diplomacy.
In: Van Bergeijk PAG, Moons SJV, editors. Research Handbook on Economic Diplomacy [Internet].
Edward Elgar Publishing; 2018 [cited 2025 Jan 8]. Available from: https://china.elgaronline.com/vie
w/edcoll/9781784710835/https://doi.org/10.4337/9781784710842.00005

5. Gul Z. Bilateral economic diplomacy between South Korea and Iraq. Asian Polit Policy. 2024;16(1):7—
29. doi:https://doi.org/10.1111/aspp.12724

6. Gilpin R. The political economy of international relations. Princeton, N.J: Princeton University
Press; 1987. 449 p.

7. Yueh L. Economic Diplomacy in the 21st Century: 2020.

8. Baldwin DA. Economic Statecraft. Princeton University Press; 1985. 428 p.

9.  Qobo M. Refocusing South Africa’s economic diplomacy: the ‘African Agenda’ and emerging pow-
ers. South Afr J Int Aff. 2010;17(1):13-28. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/10220461003763833

10. Chatterjee C. Economic Diplomacy and Foreign Policy-making [Internet]. Cham: Springer Interna-
tional Publishing; 2020 [cited 2024 Mar 30]. Available from: http://link.springer.com/https://doi.org/
10.1007/978-3-030-49047-8

11. Berridge GR, James A. A Dictionary of Diplomacy [Internet]. Barder B, editor. London: Palgrave
Macmillan UK; 2003 [cited 2024 Apr 3]. Available from: http://link.springer.com/https://doi.org/10.
1057/9780230501348

12. Coté C, Estrin S, Shapiro D. Expanding the international trade and investment policy agenda: The
role of cities and services. J Int Bus Policy. 2020;3(3):199-223. doi:https://doi.org/10.1057/s42214-0
20-00053-x PubMed PMID: null; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC7338101.

13. Bergeijk PAG van, Moons SJV, editors. Research handbook on economic diplomacy: bilateral rela-
tions in a context of geopolitical change. Cheltenham, UK ; Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar Pub-
lishing; 2018. 403 p.

@ Springer


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/stir/detail.action?docID=1316694
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/stir/detail.action?docID=1316694
https://doi.org/10.1163/187119111X566742
https://doi.org/10.1163/187119111X566742
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9781400875719/html?lang=en
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9781400875719/html?lang=en
https://doi.org/10.1515/9781400875719
https://doi.org/10.1515/9781400875719
https://china.elgaronline.com/view/edcoll/9781784710835/
https://china.elgaronline.com/view/edcoll/9781784710835/
https://doi.org/10.4337/9781784710842.00005
https://doi.org/10.1111/aspp.12724
https://doi.org/10.1080/10220461003763833
http://link.springer.com/
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-49047-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-49047-8
http://link.springer.com/
https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230501348
https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230501348
https://doi.org/10.1057/s42214-020-00053-x
https://doi.org/10.1057/s42214-020-00053-x

East Asia

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

Cristiani D, Colombo S. Making Sense of Italy’s Renewed Economic Diplomacy Towards Libya.
2021.

Papastamou A. Venice’s Economic Diplomacy: Timeless Lessons for Contemporary Global Chal-
lenges. Eur J Law Polit Sci. 2024;3(1):1. doi:https://doi.org/10.24018/ejpolitics.2024.3.1.128

Sun D, Zoubir YH. China’s Economic Diplomacy towards the Arab Countries: challenges ahead? J
Contemp China. 2015;24(95):903-21. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2015.1013379

Badel L. Conflicting Identities: French Economic Diplomacy between the State and Companies in
the Twentieth Century. Dipl Statecraft. 2014;25(3):432-52. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/09592296.20
14.936195

Sainsbury T. Do we need more economics in Australian economic diplomacy? Aust J Int Aff.
2016;70(6):613-24. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/10357718.2016.1220491

Lozano PL. Ready to Assemble: A New Economic Diplomacy for Mexico. Rev Mex Politica Exter.
2019;(117):117.

Peternel I, Gres§ M. Economic diplomacy: concept for economic prosperity in Croatia. Econ Res-
Ekon Istrazivanja. 2021;34(1):109-21. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/1331677X.2020.1774788

Li Y. Saudi Arabia’s Economic Diplomacy through Foreign Aid: Dynamics, Objectives and Mode.
Asian J Middle East Islam Stud. 2019;13(1):110-22. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/25765949.2019.15
86367

Ramadhan I, Anggraeni SD. Recovering Stronger: Indonesia’s Economic Diplomacy towards Ethio-
pia in the Post-pandemic Era. Vol. 21. 2022;21(3).

Liang M, Lim CL. Economic Diplomacy: Essays And Reflections By Singapore’s Negotiators. World
Scientific; 2010. 346 p.

Lippert WD. The Economic Diplomacy of Ostpolitik: Origins of NATO’s Energy Dilemma. Illus-
trated edition. New York: Berghahn Books; 2010. 258 p.

Rothacher A. Economic Diplomacy Between the European Community and Japan, 1959-1981.
Gower; 1983. 408 p.

Dobson AP. Economic diplomacy at the Atlantic Conference. Rev Int Stud. 1984;10(2):143-63.
doi:https://doi.org/10.1017/50260210500116134

Hoa TV. ASEAN3 +India Trade Relations: Implications for Growth, Reforms, ‘Look East’ Policy
and Economic Diplomacy. Margin J Appl Econ Res. 2007;1(4):341-57. doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/
097380100700100401

Stephen W. European Union Economic Diplomacy [Internet]. New York: Routledge; 2016 [cited
2023 May 23]. Available from: https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/European _Union_Econom
ic_Diplomacy/jiy3DAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=EU-+Economic+Diplomacy:%22.+In+Econo
mic+Diplomacy&printsec=frontcover

Tripathi R. India’s Economic Diplomacy at the World Trade Organization. Int Stud. 2008;45(4):369—
80. doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/002088170904500404

Tobing FBL, Virgianita A. Functional multi-track and multilevel economic diplomacy to
strengthen trade relations between Indonesia, Chile, and Peru: Conditions for success. Reg Cohes.
2020;10(1):88-107. doi:https://doi.org/10.3167/rec0.2020.100106

Ahmed B, Islam MT. Bangladesh—Nepal Trade Relations: Understanding the Influence of Economic
Diplomacy. Jadavpur J Int Relat. 2019;23(1):105-19. doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/0973598419828024
Baracuhy B. Brazilian Economic Diplomacy: Agriculture and the WTO. In: The New Economic
Diplomacy. 3rd edn. Routledge; 2012.

Berger TU, Mochizuki M, Tsuchiyama J. Japan in International Politics: The Foreign Policies of an
Adaptive State. Lynne Rienner Publishers; 2007. 368 p.

Oyane S. iRJG N v~ I 4 [Internet]. 2023 [cited 2026 Feb 22]. HARDEEFHINAE KK B (%) -
$hEE 5. Available from: https://www.hanmoto.com/bd/isbn/9784326303212

Takase H.Takase H. Kinokuniya Bookstore Web Store — Online Bookstore — Mail Order for Books and
Magazines, E-Book Store [Internet]. 2008 [cited 22 Feb 2026]. Available from: https://www.kinokuni
ya.co.jp/f/dsg-01-9784797254808

Gao Z, Li G. Present-Day Japan’s Economic Diplomacy Toward Uzbekistan and Its Development.
Asian J Middle East Islam Stud. 2022;16(2):243—-63. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/25765949.2022.20
88001

Tonami A. Exporting the developmental state: Japan’s economic diplomacy in the Arctic. Third
World Q. 2018;39(6):1211-25. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2017.1415142

Sakai K. Japan-Iraq Relations: The perception gap and its influence on diplomatic policies. Vol. 23.
2001;23(4):117-36.

@ Springer


https://doi.org/10.24018/ejpolitics.2024.3.1.128
https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2015.1013379
https://doi.org/10.1080/09592296.2014.936195
https://doi.org/10.1080/09592296.2014.936195
https://doi.org/10.1080/10357718.2016.1220491
https://doi.org/10.1080/1331677X.2020.1774788
https://doi.org/10.1080/25765949.2019.1586367
https://doi.org/10.1080/25765949.2019.1586367
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0260210500116134
https://doi.org/10.1177/097380100700100401
https://doi.org/10.1177/097380100700100401
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/European_Union_Economic_Diplomacy/jiy3DAAAQBAJ?hl=en%26gbpv=1%26dq=EU+Economic+Diplomacy:%22.+In+Economic+Diplomacy%26printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/European_Union_Economic_Diplomacy/jiy3DAAAQBAJ?hl=en%26gbpv=1%26dq=EU+Economic+Diplomacy:%22.+In+Economic+Diplomacy%26printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/European_Union_Economic_Diplomacy/jiy3DAAAQBAJ?hl=en%26gbpv=1%26dq=EU+Economic+Diplomacy:%22.+In+Economic+Diplomacy%26printsec=frontcover
https://doi.org/10.1177/002088170904500404
https://doi.org/10.3167/reco.2020.100106
https://doi.org/10.1177/0973598419828024
https://www.hanmoto.com/bd/isbn/9784326303212
https://www.kinokuniya.co.jp/f/dsg-01-9784797254808
https://www.kinokuniya.co.jp/f/dsg-01-9784797254808
https://doi.org/10.1080/25765949.2022.2088001
https://doi.org/10.1080/25765949.2022.2088001
https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2017.1415142

East Asia

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.
47.

48.

49.

50.

S1.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

Miyagi Y. Foreign Policy Making Under Koizumi: Norms and Japan’s Role in the 2003 Iraq War.
Foreign Policy Anal. 2009;5(4):349-66. doi:https://doi.org/10.1111/.1743-8594.2009.00097.x
Nakamura S, Wright S, editors. Japan and the Middle East: Foreign Policies and Interdependence
[Internet]. Singapore: Springer Nature; 2023 [cited 2024 Apr 2]. (Contemporary Gulf Studies). Avail-
able from: https://link.springer.com/https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-3459-9

Allan JA, Sugihara K, editors. Japan and the Contemporary Middle East. London: Routledge; 1993.
208 p. doi:https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203975060

Sharif W. The Arab Gulf States and Japan [Internet]. Oxford, UNITED KINGDOM: Taylor & Fran-
cis Group; 2010 [cited 2024 Apr 3]. Available from: http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/stir/detail.
action?docID=958611

Fadhal al-Faili R. dala ‘.—‘EOJ‘O UJ;._UJ?\ME U\éf_nuahL_sB JU\&') U)kdgs U&J‘ét.ﬁ. UPH_L”_\A._IE UNAJJ'@
[Internet]. 2024 Nov 24 [cited 2025 Apr 9]. Available from: https://clib.uobaghdad.edu.iq/?p=23569
Abdul Jalil RA. The future and role of economic diplomacy in Iraq | Al-Bayan Center [Internet]. 2025
Mar 26 [cited 2025 Apr 9]. Available from: https://www.bayancenter.org/en/2024/02/4339/
Okano-Heijmans M. Japan’s New Economic Diplomacy: Changing Tactics or Strategy? Asia-Pac
Rev. 2012;19(1):62-87. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/13439006.2012.678628

Nye JS. Soft Power: The Means To Success In World Politics. PublicAffairs; 2004. 206 p.

Aoyama R. Stability and Fragility in Japan-China Relations: China’s Pivotal Power and Japan’s
Strategic Leverage. China Rev. 2023;23(1):187-211.

Okano-Heijmans M. Troubled Neighbours: Japan’s Negative Economic Diplomacy Towards North
Korea. Eur J East Asian Stud. 2010;9(2):363-94.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan [Internet]. 2025 [cited 2025
Jan 17]. Economic Diplomacy. Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/index.html
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan. DIPLOMATIC BLUEBOOK 2023 [Internet]. 2023 [cited 2025
Apr 10]. Available from: https://www.ec.emb-japan.go.jp/files/100406514.pdf

INA. s&ds 1Jigole Vg JlGss [Internet]. 2022 [cited 2025 Apr 9]. siso VJglzws: 1dand splosss
IIa0alags a5y 1dmnesd 1Jolasd, Available from: https://www.ina.iq/170229--.html

Hassan SA. The Missing Economic Strategy in al-Kadhimi’s Government | The Washington Institute
[Internet]. [cited 2025 Apr 9]. Available from: https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/
missing-economic-strategy-al-kadhimis-government

Ali Hassan S. The Washington Institute [Internet]. 2020 [cited 2023 May 29]. The Missing Economic
Strategy in al-Kadhimi’s Government. Available from: https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-a
nalysis/missing-economic-strategy-al-kadhimis-government

Japan Petroleum Exploration. JAPEX COMPANY [Internet]. 2007 [cited 2025 Apr 1]. Annual
Report 2007. Available from: https://www.japex.co.jp/en/ir/uploads/pdf/JAPEX AR2007_e.pdf
Kazemzadeh K. ANGLO-RUSSIAN CONVENTION OF 1907. Encyclopaedia Iranica [Internet].
2018 [cited 2025 Oct 28]. Available from: https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/anglo-russian-conv
ention-of-1907-an-agreement-relating-to-persia-afghanistan-and-tibet/

Shimizu H. The mandatory power and Japan’s trade expansion into Syria in the inter-war period.
Middle East Stud. 1985;21(2):152-71. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/00263208508700621

History of Irag-Japan Relation: economy in mutual love, politics in one-side love [Internet]. 2019.
Available from: https://www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000521677.pdf

UK Parliament Hansard. IRAQ (MILITARY STORES). (Hansard, 25 July 1933) [Internet]. 1933
[cited 2025 Jan 13]. Available from: https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1933/jul/25
/iraq-military-stores

Shimizu H. Anglo-Japanese competition in the textile trade in the inter-war period: a case study of Iraq,
1932-1941. Middle East Stud. 1984;20(3):259-89. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/00263208408700586
Bonesh FR. Japan’s foreign policy approach to Iraq | Al-Bayan Center [Internet]. 2022 May 11 [cited
2024 Mar 26]. Available from: https://www.bayancenter.org/en/2022/05/3301/

Hashimoto N. Embassy of Japan in Iraq [Internet]. 2020 [cited 15 Jan 2025]. Iragi—Japanese Rela-
tions: A Model of Mutual Respect and Shared Interests. Available from: https://www.iraq.emb-japan
.20.jp/files/000454704.pdf

The Asahi Shimbun TAS. Getty Images [Internet]. 2019 [cited 2025 Jan 14]. Prince Abdul Ilah of
Hejaz is welcomed by Crown Prince Akihito on... Available from: https://www.gettyimages.co.uk/de
tail/news-photo/prince-abdul-ilah-of-hejaz-is-welcomed-by-crown-prince-news-photo/1126359756
Ito T. Japan and the Asian Economies: A ‘Miracle’ in Transition. Brook Pap Econ Act.
1996;27(2):205-72.

@ Springer


https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1743-8594.2009.00097.x
https://link.springer.com/
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-3459-9
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203975060
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/stir/detail.action?docID=958611
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/stir/detail.action?docID=958611
https://clib.uobaghdad.edu.iq/?p=23569
https://www.bayancenter.org/en/2024/02/4339/
https://doi.org/10.1080/13439006.2012.678628
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/index.html
https://www.ec.emb-japan.go.jp/files/100406514.pdf
https://www.ina.iq/170229--.html
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/missing-economic-strategy-al-kadhimis-government
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/missing-economic-strategy-al-kadhimis-government
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/missing-economic-strategy-al-kadhimis-government
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/missing-economic-strategy-al-kadhimis-government
https://www.japex.co.jp/en/ir/uploads/pdf/JAPEX_AR2007_e.pdf
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/anglo-russian-convention-of-1907-an-agreement-relating-to-persia-afghanistan-and-tibet/
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/anglo-russian-convention-of-1907-an-agreement-relating-to-persia-afghanistan-and-tibet/
https://doi.org/10.1080/00263208508700621
https://www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000521677.pdf
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1933/jul/25/iraq-military-stores
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1933/jul/25/iraq-military-stores
https://doi.org/10.1080/00263208408700586
https://www.bayancenter.org/en/2022/05/3301/
https://www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000454704.pdf
https://www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000454704.pdf
https://www.gettyimages.co.uk/detail/news-photo/prince-abdul-ilah-of-hejaz-is-welcomed-by-crown-prince-news-photo/1126359756
https://www.gettyimages.co.uk/detail/news-photo/prince-abdul-ilah-of-hejaz-is-welcomed-by-crown-prince-news-photo/1126359756

East Asia

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.
70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.
76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

KHALIL VA. Navigating a Sea of Interests: Japan’s Foreign Policy towards the Middle East, 1973—
1981 [Thesis] [Internet]. #1 7 K 2%; 2022 [cited 2025 Jan 18]. Available from: https://ci.nii.ac.jp/nai
d/500001683989

Dogrul M. The Middle East in 1973-2001 Japanese Foreign Policy- Why and How does a Pacifist
State Secure Energy? Glob Perspect Jpn. 2022;46—63. doi:https://doi.org/10.62231/GP5.160001 A02
Koyama K, Krane J. Energy security through FDI: The legacy of Early Japanese Investment in the
Oil Sectors of the Persian Gulf. Resour Policy. 2021;74:102165. doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resour
pol.2021.102165

Yoshioka A. Organization of JIME Center [Internet]. 2019 [cited 2025 Jan 15]. Available from: https
://[www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000500191.pdf

Thorarinsson L. Oxford Institute for Energy Studies [Internet]. 2004 [cited 2025 Jan 15]. Home.
Available from: https://www.oxfordenergy.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/A-Review-of-th
e-Evolution-of-the-Japanese-Oil-Industry-Oil-Policy-and-its-Relationship-with-the-Middle-East-W
PM-76.pdf

Alnasrawi A. The Changing Pattern of Iraq’s Foreign Trade. Middle East J. 1971;25(4):481-90.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan [Internet]. 2025 [cited 2025
Jan 14]. Japan-Iraq Relations (Basic Data). Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/middle e
/irag/data.html

Embassy of Japan in Iraq. The 80th Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations
between Japan and Iraq Commemorative Lecture “Japan — Iraq Relations Early days in 1930s and
their expansion in 1970s —80s” | Embassy of Japan in Iraq [Internet]. 2019 [cited 2025 Jan 19]. Avail-
able from: https://www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_en/00_000272.html

Shaoul R. Japanese Foreign Policy toward the Middle East 1973 to 1990: the Non-Commitment
Policy. Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus [Internet]. 2005 Sep 28 [cited 2025 Oct 26]. Available
from: https://apjjf.org/raquel-shaoul/1573/article

Sakai K. Japan-Iraq Relations: The Perception Gap and Its Influence on Diplomatic Policies. Arab
Stud Q. 2001;23(4):117-36.

Tsurumi Y. Japan. Daedalus. 1975;104(4):113-27.

Nester W, Ampiah K. Japan’s Oil Diplomacy: Tatemae and Honne. Third World Q. 1989;11(1):72-88.
The New York Times. Iragi-Japanese Pact Due. The New York Times [Internet]. 1974 Aug 12 [cited
2025 Jan 28]. Available from: https://www.nytimes.com/1974/08/12/archives/iraqijapanese-pact-due
.html

CIA-declassified REPORT. JPRS | CIA FOIA (foia.cia.gov) JPRS ID: 9315 NEAR EAST/NORTH
AFRICA REPORT [Internet]. 1980 [cited 2025 Jan 28]. Available from: https://www.cia.gov/readin
groom/docs/CIA-RDP82-00850R000300030035-7.pdf

Tominaga E. Japan’s Middle East Policy, 1972—-1974: Resources Diplomacy, Pro-American Policy,
and New Left. Dipl Statecraft. 2017;28(4):674—701. doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/09592296.2017.138
6461

Reuters Archive. Washington’s Comments on Japan’s Policy during the Oil Crisis - ‘The World and
Japan’ Database [Internet]. 1973 [cited 2025 Oct 26]. Available from: https://worldjpn.net/document
s/texts/JPME/19731123.01E.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Kouris G. The Iranian crisis — its impact on the price of oil. Energy Policy. 1979;7(2):163—4.
doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/0301-4215(79)90021-1

Klein DW. Japan 1979: The Second Oil Crisis. Asian Surv. 1980;20(1):42—-52. doi:https://doi.org/10
.2307/2644006

METI Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry White Paper. METI Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry [Internet]. 2009 [cited 2025 Feb 2]. Available from: https://www.meti.go.jp/english/report/d
ownloadfiles/2009WhitePaper/3-2-4.pdf

Chisaka T. The Three Cycles of Rise and Fall in Iran—Japan Relations: From Energy Studies to Politi-
cal Causal Analysis. In: Nakamura S, Wright S, editors. Japan and the Middle East: Foreign Policies
and Interdependence [Internet]. Singapore: Springer Nature; 2023 [cited 2025 Jan 29]. p. 87-108.
Available from: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-3459-9 4

MOFA BlueBook. Middle East [Internet]. 1988 [cited 2025 Feb 1]. Available from: https://www.mo
fa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1988/1988-3-6.htm

MOFA Bluebook. Promoting Relations with Specific Countries [Internet]. 1983 [cited 2025 Feb 1].
Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1984/1984-3-1.htm

MOFA Bluebook. Japan’s Response to the Gulf Crisis [Internet]. 1991 [cited 2025 Feb 2]. Available
from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1991/1991-2-2.htm

@ Springer


https://ci.nii.ac.jp/naid/500001683989
https://ci.nii.ac.jp/naid/500001683989
https://doi.org/10.62231/GP5.160001A02
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2021.102165
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2021.102165
https://www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000500191.pdf
https://www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/files/000500191.pdf
https://www.oxfordenergy.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/A-Review-of-the-Evolution-of-the-Japanese-Oil-Industry-Oil-Policy-and-its-Relationship-with-the-Middle-East-WPM-76.pdf
https://www.oxfordenergy.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/A-Review-of-the-Evolution-of-the-Japanese-Oil-Industry-Oil-Policy-and-its-Relationship-with-the-Middle-East-WPM-76.pdf
https://www.oxfordenergy.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/A-Review-of-the-Evolution-of-the-Japanese-Oil-Industry-Oil-Policy-and-its-Relationship-with-the-Middle-East-WPM-76.pdf
https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/middle_e/iraq/data.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/middle_e/iraq/data.html
https://www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_en/00_000272.html
https://apjjf.org/raquel-shaoul/1573/article
https://www.nytimes.com/1974/08/12/archives/iraqijapanese-pact-due.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1974/08/12/archives/iraqijapanese-pact-due.html
https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP82-00850R000300030035-7.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP82-00850R000300030035-7.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/09592296.2017.1386461
https://doi.org/10.1080/09592296.2017.1386461
https://worldjpn.net/documents/texts/JPME/19731123.O1E.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldjpn.net/documents/texts/JPME/19731123.O1E.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/0301-4215(79)90021-1
https://doi.org/10.2307/2644006
https://doi.org/10.2307/2644006
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/report/downloadfiles/2009WhitePaper/3-2-4.pdf
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/report/downloadfiles/2009WhitePaper/3-2-4.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-3459-9_4
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1988/1988-3-6.htm
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1988/1988-3-6.htm
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1984/1984-3-1.htm
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1991/1991-2-2.htm

East Asia

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

Takashi I. Japan’s Response to the Gulf Crisis: An Analytic Overview. J Jpn Stud. 1991;17(2):257—
73. doi:https://doi.org/10.2307/132742

Murphy K, Kempster N. Los Angeles Times [Internet]. 1990 [cited 2025 Jan 31]. Iraq to Release 77
Japanese, 31 Other Foreigners : Hostages: The move follows visits to Baghdad. It revives fears of
undermining the anti-Hussein coalition. Available from: https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1
990-11-07-mn-3548-story.html

Byrne K. Japan’s Gulf Crisis: New Documents on Toshiki Kaifu’s 1990 Tour of the Middle East |
Wilson Center [Internet]. 2025 [cited 2025 Feb 1]. Available from: https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blo
g-post/japans-gulf-crisis-new-documents-toshiki-kaifus-1990-tour-middle-east

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. The Hostage Problem [Internet]. 1991 [cited 2025 Jan 31].
Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1991/1991-2-4.htm

Purrington C, K. A. Tokyo’s Policy Responses during the Gulf Crisis. Asian Surv. 1991;31(4):307-
23. doi:https://doi.org/10.2307/2645386

Tadokoro M. Japanese Diplomacy and the First Gulf War. Int Forum War Hist Proc. 2022;81=89.
doi:https://doi.org/10.2307/2645350

Jameson S. Los Angeles Times [Internet]. 1991 [cited 2025 Feb 2]. Iraq Assails Japan Over Its Gulf
Aid : Diplomacy: Baghdad’s envoy warns that transport planes sent to the region will be considered
‘a military target.’ Available from: https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1991-01-25-mn-792-st
ory.html

Al Jazeera Arabic. Al Jazeera Net [Internet]. 2003 [cited 4 Feb 2025]. Japan Rejects a U.S. Request
to Close the Iraqi Embassy.Available from: https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2003/3/26/%d8%a7%d9
%84%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%86-%d8%aa%d8%b1%d9%81%d8%b6-%d8%b7%
d9%84%d8%a8%d8%a7-%d8%a3%d9%85%d9%8a%d8%b1%d9%83%d9%8a%d8%a7-%d8%a8
%d8%a5%d8%ba%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82

Purrington C. Tokyo’s Policy Responses During the Gulf War and the Impact of the ‘Iraqi Shock’ on
Japan. Pac Aff. 1992;65(2):161-81. doi:https://doi.org/10.2307/2760167

Trade Statistics of Japan Ministry of Finance. Marchandise Trade Statistics :Principal Commodity by
Country :Result of Search :Trade Statistics of Japan Ministry of Finance [Internet]. 2024 [cited 2025
Feb 4]. Available from: https://www.customs.go.jp/toukei/srch/indexe. htm?M=13&P=1,1,,.,,,,,4,1,1
995,0,0,0,1,00000000 5,134 200

The ICRC. UN Security Council, Sanctions Imposed Upon Iraq | How does law protect in war? -
Online casebook [Internet]. 1990 [cited 2025 Feb 4]. Available from: https://casebook.icrc.org/case-s
tudy/un-security-council-sanctions-imposed-upon-iraq

MOFA Bluebook Sect. 3. Japan’s Response to the Post-Gulf Crisis Problems [Internet]. 1991 [cited
2025 Feb 3]. Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1991/1991-2-3.htm
The Observatory of Economic Complexity. The Observatory of Economic Complexity [Internet].
2025 [cited 2025 Feb 4]. Iraq (IRQ) and Japan (JPN) Trade. Available from: https://oec.world/en/pro
file/bilateral-country/irg/partner/jpn

MOFA. MOFA: Press Conference 22 December 2000 [Internet]. 2000 [cited 2025 Feb 4]. Available
from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/2000/12/1222 . html?utm_source=chatgpt.com#8
CNN. CNN.com - Japanese war effort sets sail - November 26, 2001 [Internet]. 2001 [cited 2025 Mar
11]. Available from: https://edition.cnn.com/2001/WORLD/asiapcf/east/11/25/gen japan.depart/inde
x.html

Gavan M. Koizumi’s Japan in Bush’s World: After 9/11. Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus [Internet].
2004 Dec 10 [cited 2025 Oct 19]. Available from: https://apjjf.org/gavan-mccormack/2111/article
MOFA: Press Conference. MOFA: Press Conference 27 May 2003 [Internet]. 2003 [cited 2025 Oct
19]. Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/2003/5/0527.html?utm_source=chatgp
t.com

Penn M. Japan and the War on Terror: Military Force and Political Pressure in the US-Japanese Alli-
ance. Bloomsbury Publishing; 2020. 387 p.

CRS Report for Congress. Japan’s Self-Defense Forces in Iraq: Motivations, Constraints, and Impli-
cations for U.S.-Japan Alliance Cooperation [Internet]. 2004 [cited 2025 Oct 24]. Available from: ht
tps://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/RS21816.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Sakai K. Japan’s Iraq Conundrum. Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus [Internet]. 2005 Feb 15 [cited
2025 Oct 24]. Available from: https://apjjf.org/sakai-keiko/2087/article

Yoshida R. The Japan Times [Internet]. 2003 [cited 2025 Oct 24]. Opposition parties say war violates
international law. Available from: https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2003/03/21/national/oppositio
n-parties-say-war-violates-international-law/

@ Springer


https://doi.org/10.2307/132742
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1990-11-07-mn-3548-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1990-11-07-mn-3548-story.html
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/japans-gulf-crisis-new-documents-toshiki-kaifus-1990-tour-middle-east
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/japans-gulf-crisis-new-documents-toshiki-kaifus-1990-tour-middle-east
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1991/1991-2-4.htm
https://doi.org/10.2307/2645386
https://doi.org/10.2307/2645350
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1991-01-25-mn-792-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1991-01-25-mn-792-story.html
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2003/3/26/%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%86-%d8%aa%d8%b1%d9%81%d8%b6-%d8%b7%d9%84%d8%a8%d8%a7-%d8%a3%d9%85%d9%8a%d8%b1%d9%83%d9%8a%d8%a7-%d8%a8%d8%a5%d8%ba%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2003/3/26/%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%86-%d8%aa%d8%b1%d9%81%d8%b6-%d8%b7%d9%84%d8%a8%d8%a7-%d8%a3%d9%85%d9%8a%d8%b1%d9%83%d9%8a%d8%a7-%d8%a8%d8%a5%d8%ba%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2003/3/26/%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%86-%d8%aa%d8%b1%d9%81%d8%b6-%d8%b7%d9%84%d8%a8%d8%a7-%d8%a3%d9%85%d9%8a%d8%b1%d9%83%d9%8a%d8%a7-%d8%a8%d8%a5%d8%ba%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/2003/3/26/%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a7%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%86-%d8%aa%d8%b1%d9%81%d8%b6-%d8%b7%d9%84%d8%a8%d8%a7-%d8%a3%d9%85%d9%8a%d8%b1%d9%83%d9%8a%d8%a7-%d8%a8%d8%a5%d8%ba%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82
https://doi.org/10.2307/2760167
https://www.customs.go.jp/toukei/srch/indexe.htm?M=13%26P=1,1,,,,,,,,4,1,1995,0,0,0,1,00000000,,,,,,,,,,5,134,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,200
https://www.customs.go.jp/toukei/srch/indexe.htm?M=13%26P=1,1,,,,,,,,4,1,1995,0,0,0,1,00000000,,,,,,,,,,5,134,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,200
https://casebook.icrc.org/case-study/un-security-council-sanctions-imposed-upon-iraq
https://casebook.icrc.org/case-study/un-security-council-sanctions-imposed-upon-iraq
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/other/bluebook/1991/1991-2-3.htm
https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-country/irq/partner/jpn
https://oec.world/en/profile/bilateral-country/irq/partner/jpn
https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/2000/12/1222.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com#8
https://edition.cnn.com/2001/WORLD/asiapcf/east/11/25/gen.japan.depart/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2001/WORLD/asiapcf/east/11/25/gen.japan.depart/index.html
https://apjjf.org/gavan-mccormack/2111/article
https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/2003/5/0527.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/2003/5/0527.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/RS21816.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/RS21816.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://apjjf.org/sakai-keiko/2087/article
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2003/03/21/national/opposition-parties-say-war-violates-international-law/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2003/03/21/national/opposition-parties-say-war-violates-international-law/

East Asia

108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

MOFA. MOFA: Statement by H.E. Mr. Junichiro Koizumi Prime Minister of Japan at the fifty-
seventh session of the General Assembly of the United Nations [Internet]. 2002 [cited 2025 Mar 12].
Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/n-america/us/pm-s0913.html

War Is Boring. Ten Years Ago, Japan Went to Iraq ... And Learned Nothing. War Is Boring[Internet].
2014 Apr 10 [cited 2025 Mar 11]. Available from: https://medium.com/war-is-boring/ten-years-ago-j
apan-went-to-iraq-and-learned-nothing-b7{3¢702dd 1f

Catalinac AL. Identity Theory and Foreign Policy: Explaining Japan’s Responses to the 1991 Gulf
War and the 2003 U.S. War in Iraq. Polit Policy. 2007;35(1):58-100. doi:https://doi.org/10.1111/j.17
47-1346.2007.00049.x

Prime Minister Office of Japan. THE CONSTITUTION OF JAPAN [Internet]. 1947 [cited 2025 Mar
15]. Available from: https://japan.kantei.go.jp/constitution_and_government_of japan/constitution
e.html

Department Of State. The Office of Electronic Information B of PA. The Madrid Donors’ Confer-
ence: Helping the Iraqi People Build a New Iraq [Internet]. Department Of State. The Office of
Electronic Information, Bureau of Public Affairs.; 2003 [cited 2025 Mar 13]. Available from: https:/
/2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/26038.htm

MOFA. MOFA: Debt Relief Measures for the Republic of Iraq [Internet]. 2005 [cited 2025 Mar 13].
Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/announce/2005/11/1124.html

MOFA: Press Conference. MOFA: Press Conference 9 May 2003 [Internet]. 2003 [cited 2025 Mar
20]. Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/2003/5/0509.html#2

MOFA Iraq. MOFA: Visit to Japan by a Delegation led by Dr. Mohammed Bahr Al Uloom, Chairman
of the Governing Council of Iraq (Overview of Results) [Internet]. 2004 [cited 2025 Mar 20]. Avail-
able from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/middle_e/iraq/issue2003/visit0403.html

Prime Minister Office of Japan. Speeches and Statements by Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
[Internet]. 2004 [cited 2025 Mar 13]. Available from: https://japan.kantei.go.jp/koizumispeech/2004
/12/09press_e.html

Al Jazeera. Al Jazeera [Internet]. 2004 [cited 2025 Mar 30]. Captors urged to set Japanese free. Avail-
able from: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2004/10/27/captors-urged-to-set-japanese-free

Reuters. Japanese rally against Iraq war as US general visits | Reuters [Internet]. 2007 [cited 2025
Mar 15]. Available from: https://www.reuters.com/article/economy/japanese-rally-against-iraq-war-
as-us-general-visits-idUST132251/

McNeill D. Japan’s Prisoners of Conscience: Protest and Law During the Iraq War. Soc Sci Jpn J.
2025;28(1):jyae026. doi:https://doi.org/10.1093/ssjj/jyac026

Shimoyachi N. The Japan Times [Internet]. 2003 [cited 2025 Oct 6]. To summarize: Samawabh is safe
for SDF. Available from: https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2003/12/06/national/to-summarize-sam
awah-is-safe-for-sdf/

Faiola A. Japan’s Military Sculpts New Image in Iraqi Sand. The Washington Post [Internet]. 2004
Feb 10 [cited 2025 Oct 7]. Available from: https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2004/0
2/10/japans-military-sculpts-new-image-in-iraqi-sand/56b2e4aa-2408-4acb-a4 7f-26ede4b5 14a2/
Radio Free Europe. Iraq Report: January 30, 2004. Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty [Internet]. 2004
[cited 2025 Oct 6]. Available from: https://www.rferl.org/a/1343058.html

Brecorder. Brecorder [Internet]. 2006 [cited 2025 Mar 12]. Japanese forces begin Iraq pullout. Avail-
able from: http://www.brecorder.com/news/3292151

Japanese Law Translation-E-GOV. Act on Special Measures concerning Humanitarian Relief and
Reconstruction Work and Security Assistance in Iraq - Japanese/English - Japanese Law Translation
[Internet]. 2003 [cited 2025 Oct 10]. Available from: https://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/en/la
ws/view/1565?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Preble C. A Plea for Normalcy [Internet]. 2006 [cited 2025 Oct 7]. Available from: https://ciaotest.cc
.columbia.edu/olj/ni/ni85_septoct06/ni85 i.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Prime Minister of Japan. Speeches and Statements by Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi [Internet].
2003 [cited 2025 Oct 10]. Available from: https://japan.kantei.go.jp/koizumispeech/2003/12/09press
_e.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com

MOFA Press. MOFA: Press Conference 2 December 2005 [Internet]. 2005 [cited 2025 Oct 10].
Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/2005/12/1202.html?utm_source=chatgpt.c
om

Medium WI. Ten Years Ago, Japan Went to Iraq ... And Learned Nothing. War Is Boring[Internet].
2014 Apr 10 [cited 2025 Oct 10]. Available from: https://medium.com/war-is-boring/ten-years-ago-j
apan-went-to-iraq-and-learned-nothing-b7{3¢702dd1f

@ Springer


https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/n-america/us/pm-s0913.html
https://medium.com/war-is-boring/ten-years-ago-japan-went-to-iraq-and-learned-nothing-b7f3c702dd1f
https://medium.com/war-is-boring/ten-years-ago-japan-went-to-iraq-and-learned-nothing-b7f3c702dd1f
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1747-1346.2007.00049.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1747-1346.2007.00049.x
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/constitution_and_government_of_japan/constitution_e.html
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/constitution_and_government_of_japan/constitution_e.html
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/26038.htm
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/26038.htm
https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/announce/2005/11/1124.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/2003/5/0509.html#2
https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/middle_e/iraq/issue2003/visit0403.html
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/koizumispeech/2004/12/09press_e.html
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/koizumispeech/2004/12/09press_e.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2004/10/27/captors-urged-to-set-japanese-free
https://www.reuters.com/article/economy/japanese-rally-against-iraq-war-as-us-general-visits-idUST132251/
https://www.reuters.com/article/economy/japanese-rally-against-iraq-war-as-us-general-visits-idUST132251/
https://doi.org/10.1093/ssjj/jyae026
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2003/12/06/national/to-summarize-samawah-is-safe-for-sdf/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2003/12/06/national/to-summarize-samawah-is-safe-for-sdf/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2004/02/10/japans-military-sculpts-new-image-in-iraqi-sand/56b2e4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2004/02/10/japans-military-sculpts-new-image-in-iraqi-sand/56b2e4
https://www.rferl.org/a/1343058.html
http://www.brecorder.com/news/3292151
https://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/en/laws/view/1565?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/en/laws/view/1565?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/ni/ni85_septoct06/ni85_i.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/olj/ni/ni85_septoct06/ni85_i.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/koizumispeech/2003/12/09press_e.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/koizumispeech/2003/12/09press_e.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/2005/12/1202.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/press/2005/12/1202.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://medium.com/war-is-boring/ten-years-ago-japan-went-to-iraq-and-learned-nothing-b7f3c702dd1f
https://medium.com/war-is-boring/ten-years-ago-japan-went-to-iraq-and-learned-nothing-b7f3c702dd1f

East Asia

129.

130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

139.

140.

141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

146.

147.

148.

149.

Sasakawa USA. Reflection on the First JSDF Deployment to Iraq<Sasakawa USA. Sasakawa USA
[Internet]. 2023 [cited 2025 Mar 12]. Available from: https:/spfusa.org/event/reflection-on-the-first-j
sdf-deployment-to-iraq/

Japanese soldiers celebrate New Year with children [Internet]. 2005 [cited 2025 Mar 15]. Available
from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Espt4fFCMOU

Iraqi’s vote that Japanese troops should stay [Internet]. 2015 [cited 2025 Mar 15]. Available from:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puXlLu70joY

Iraqis burn Japanese flags in town where troops based, reax [Internet]. 2015 [cited 2025 Mar 13].
Auvailable from: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqmRhO1Fnf4

Reuters Archive. Reuters Archive Licensing [Internet]. 2004 [cited 2025 Mar 13]. Reuters Archive
Licensing. Available from: https://reuters.screenocean.com/record/469162

Deputy PM with Japanese troops [Internet]. 2015 [cited 2025 Mar 30]. Available from: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Nj5Yjpt-XmA

Defence minister visits area where troops based [Internet]. 2015 [cited 2025 Mar 30]. Available from:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XONS5-¢2iXhl

Michael P. Is There a Japan-Iraq Strategic Partnership? Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus [Internet].
2007 Nov 3 [cited 2025 Apr 23]. Available from: https://apjjf.org/michael-penn/2570/article

MOFA. #5325 EHH5E B4 AR2012 [Internet]. 2012 [cited 2025 Apr 24]. 3.Economic Diplomacy |
CHAPTER 3. Available from: http://bluebook.awce.jp/policy/other/bluebook/2012/html/html/h3/h3
_05.html

Government of Japan. International Reconstruction fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI) Third Meeting
of Donor Committee and Expanded Meeting (Tokyo Meeting), 13 Oct 2004 - Opening speech by
Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura - Iraq | ReliefWeb [Internet]. 2004 [cited 2025 Mar 28].
Available from: https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/international-reconstruction-fund-facility-iraq-irffi-t
hird-meeting-donor-committee-and

UN-Habitat Iraq. UN-HABITAT.:. Promote pro-poor land and housing | News | UN-HABITAT to
brief Japanese Government on Iraq reconstruction [Internet]. 2004 [cited 2025 Mar 13]. Available
from: https://staging.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=2437&catid=576&typeid=6

Reuters Archive Licensing. Reuters Archive Licensing [Internet]. 2006 [cited 2025 Mar 31]. Reuters
Archive Licensing. Available from: https://reuters.screenocean.com/record/468151

calabrese J. The Jamestown Foundation [Internet]. 2007 [cited 2025 Apr 1]. The Iraq Energy Factor
in Sino-Japanese Relations. Available from: https://jamestown.org/program/the-iraq-energy-factor-i
n-sino-japanese-relations-4/

Energy Intelligence. Energy Intelligence [Internet]. 2007 [cited 2025 Mar 31]. Iraq Asks Japan and
South Korea to Invest in Reconstruction. Available from: https://www.energyintel.com/0000017b-a7
af-dedc-al7b-e7ef0590000

MITI White Paper. METI Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry [Japan’s current situation and
direction of progress after the economic crisis] [Internet]. 2010 [cited 2025 Oct 26]. Available from:
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/report/downloadfiles/20 1 0WhitePaper/3-2-2.pdf?utm_source

MITL. Policy List (METI — Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry). [Internet]. 2022 [cited 2025
Oct 26]. Available from: https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/anpo/law_document/tutatu/t07sonota/t07son
ota_jishukanriO3 eng.pdf?utm_source

Kurdistan24. ‘Kurdistan Region has prosperity and stability,” says Japanese envoy to Iraq [Internet].
2023 [cited 2025 Oct 11]. ‘Kurdistan Region has prosperity and stability,” says Japanese envoy to
Iraq. Available from: https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/393292/slug

Presidency of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. Presidency of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq [Internet].
2025 [cited 2025 Oct 11]. President Nechirvan Barzani receives Ambassador of Japan. Available
from: https:/presidency.gov.krd/en/president-nechirvan-barzani-receives-ambassador-of-japan-1/
UN-Habitat Iraq. Toyota Iraq Joins UN-Habitat to Enhance Living Conditions in the Japan Village
Project | United Nations in Iraq [Internet]. 2024 [cited 2025 Apr 7]. Available from: https://iraq.un.o
rg/en/284844-toyota-iraq-joins-un-habitat-enhance-living-conditions-japan-village-project, https:/ir
ag.un.org/en/284844-toyota-iraq-joins-un-habitat-enhance-living-conditions-japan-village-project
MOFA Joint Statement. MOFA: Joint Statement by the Prime Minister of Japan and the Prime Min-
ister of the Republic of Iraq -Towards a New Stage of the Japan-Iraq Comprehensive Partnership-
[Internet]. 2009 [cited 2025 Apr 23]. Available from: https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/middle e/iraq/p
mll11/joint_statel111.html

Ramezani Bonesh F. Japan’s foreign policy approach to Iraq | Al-Bayan Center [Internet]. 2025 Oct
22 [cited 2025 Oct 24]. Available from: https://www.bayancenter.org/en/2022/05/3301/

@ Springer


https://spfusa.org/event/reflection-on-the-first-jsdf-deployment-to-iraq/
https://spfusa.org/event/reflection-on-the-first-jsdf-deployment-to-iraq/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Espt4fFCMOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puXlLu7ojoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqmRhO1Fnf4
https://reuters.screenocean.com/record/469162
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj5Yjpt-XmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj5Yjpt-XmA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XON5-e2iXhI
https://apjjf.org/michael-penn/2570/article
http://bluebook.awce.jp/policy/other/bluebook/2012/html/html/h3/h3_05.html
http://bluebook.awce.jp/policy/other/bluebook/2012/html/html/h3/h3_05.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/international-reconstruction-fund-facility-iraq-irffi-third-meeting-donor-committee-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/international-reconstruction-fund-facility-iraq-irffi-third-meeting-donor-committee-and
https://staging.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=2437%26catid=576%26typeid=6
https://reuters.screenocean.com/record/468151
https://jamestown.org/program/the-iraq-energy-factor-in-sino-japanese-relations-4/
https://jamestown.org/program/the-iraq-energy-factor-in-sino-japanese-relations-4/
https://www.energyintel.com/0000017b-a7af-de4c-a17b-e7ef0f590000
https://www.energyintel.com/0000017b-a7af-de4c-a17b-e7ef0f590000
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/report/downloadfiles/2010WhitePaper/3-2-2.pdf?utm_source
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/report/downloadfiles/2010WhitePaper/3-2-2.pdf?utm_source
https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/anpo/law_document/tutatu/t07sonota/t07sonota_jishukanri03_eng.pdf?utm_source
https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/anpo/law_document/tutatu/t07sonota/t07sonota_jishukanri03_eng.pdf?utm_source
https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/393292/slug
https://presidency.gov.krd/en/president-nechirvan-barzani-receives-ambassador-of-japan-1/
https://iraq.un.org/en/284844-toyota-iraq-joins-un-habitat-enhance-living-conditions-japan-village-project
https://iraq.un.org/en/284844-toyota-iraq-joins-un-habitat-enhance-living-conditions-japan-village-project
https://iraq.un.org/en/284844-toyota-iraq-joins-un-habitat-enhance-living-conditions-japan-village-project
https://iraq.un.org/en/284844-toyota-iraq-joins-un-habitat-enhance-living-conditions-japan-village-project
https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/middle_e/iraq/pm1111/joint_state1111.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/region/middle_e/iraq/pm1111/joint_state1111.html
https://www.bayancenter.org/en/2022/05/3301/

East Asia

150.

151.

152.

153.

154.

155.

156.

157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

Media Gulan. Gulan Media [Internet]. 2012 [cited 2025 Apr 23]. Irag-Japan joint committee meets in
Tokyo to boost relations. Available from: https://www.gulanmedia.com/en/story/109510

PUK Media. [Internet]. Al-Jaafari Discusses with Iwai the Activation of the Joint Economic Commit-
tee. Internet]. 2016 [cited 2025 Apr 23]. Available from: https://www.pukmedia.com/AR/details/?Jim
are=82283

Al-Sumaria. AI-Sumaria Iraqi Channel [Internet]. 2022 [cited 23 Apr 2025]. Iraq and Japan Discuss
Reactivating Technical Agreements and the Joint Economic Committee. Available from: https://w
ww.alsumaria.tv/news/politics/436967/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%8
2-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8 A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%DS8
%A8%D8%ADY%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-
%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%
81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%DS
%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%
D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9

ARABU. ARABU [Internet]. 2022 [cited 2025 Apr 23]. Japan-Iraq | Japan-Arab States Network
(ARABU.JP) | Tokyo. Available from: https://www.arabu.jp/japan-irag-relations

The Embassy of Japan. Embassy of Japan in Iraq [Internet]. 2014 [cited 2025 Oct 24]. Available
from: https://www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/Press_ReleasessODAMC_E.pdf?utm_source

Dusciac D, Robu A. Economic Diplomacy in the Energy Sector in EU’s Eastern Vicinity. Polit Vedy.
2019;22(2):42-60. doi:https://doi.org/10.24040/politickevedy.2019.22.2.42-60

Morris M. Japan’s Mitsubishi joins Irag-Shell gas project - Arabian Business: Latest News on the
Middle East, Real Estate, Finance, and More [Internet]. 2009 [cited 2025 Apr 1]. Available from: ht
tps://www.arabianbusiness.com/industries/energy/japan-s-mitsubishi-joins-iraq-shell-gas-project-14
341

JAPEX. JAPEX signs a Development and Production Service Contract for the Garraf field in Iraq
[Internet]. 2010. Available from: https://www.japex.co.jp/en/news/uploads/pdf/JAPEX20100119 G
arraf Contract_e.pdf

Iraqi News Agency. Iraqi News Agency [Internet]. 2024 [cited 2025 Apr 7]. Japan sets deadline for
completing the $4.5 billion oil refinery project in Basra. Available from: https://ina.iq/eng/33444-jap
an-sets-deadline-for-completing-the-45-billion-oil-refinery-project-in-basra.html

Turkistani S. Gre [Internet]. 2023 [cited 2025 Apr 24]. Energy Outlook in Japan and Implications for
Saudi Arabia. Available from: https://www.grc.net/single-commentary/77

Geddie J, Kelly T, Brunnstrom D. Trump seeks to reshape Asia’s energy supplies with US gas.
Reuters [Internet]. 2025 Feb 21 [cited 2025 Apr 24]. Available from: https://www.reuters.com/busin
ess/energy/trump-seeks-reshape-asias-energy-supplies-with-us-gas-2025-02-21/

Cahill B, Nakano J, Irié¢ K. How Japan Thinks about Energy Security [Internet]. 2024 May 22 [cited
2025 Apr 24]. Available from: https://www.csis.org/analysis/how-japan-thinks-about-energy-securit
y

JIME Center, the Institute of Energy Economics, Japan. Middle East Research Center, The Institute
of Energy Economics, Japan (JIME Center). 2020 [cited 2025 Oct 28]. Available from: https://jime.i
eej.or.jp/htm/extra/report/cgp2020.pdf

Publisher’s Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps
and institutional affiliations.

@ Springer


https://www.gulanmedia.com/en/story/109510
https://www.pukmedia.com/AR/details/?Jimare=82283
https://www.pukmedia.com/AR/details/?Jimare=82283
https://www.alsumaria.tv/news/politics/436967/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.alsumaria.tv/news/politics/436967/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.alsumaria.tv/news/politics/436967/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.alsumaria.tv/news/politics/436967/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.alsumaria.tv/news/politics/436967/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.alsumaria.tv/news/politics/436967/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.alsumaria.tv/news/politics/436967/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.alsumaria.tv/news/politics/436967/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.arabu.jp/japan-iraq-relations
https://www.iraq.emb-japan.go.jp/Press_Releases/ODAMC_E.pdf?utm_source
https://doi.org/10.24040/politickevedy.2019.22.2.42-60
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/industries/energy/japan-s-mitsubishi-joins-iraq-shell-gas-project-14341
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/industries/energy/japan-s-mitsubishi-joins-iraq-shell-gas-project-14341
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/industries/energy/japan-s-mitsubishi-joins-iraq-shell-gas-project-14341
https://www.japex.co.jp/en/news/uploads/pdf/JAPEX20100119_Garraf_Contract_e.pdf
https://www.japex.co.jp/en/news/uploads/pdf/JAPEX20100119_Garraf_Contract_e.pdf
https://ina.iq/eng/33444-japan-sets-deadline-for-completing-the-45-billion-oil-refinery-project-in-basra.html
https://ina.iq/eng/33444-japan-sets-deadline-for-completing-the-45-billion-oil-refinery-project-in-basra.html
https://www.grc.net/single-commentary/77
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/trump-seeks-reshape-asias-energy-supplies-with-us-gas-2025-02-21/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/trump-seeks-reshape-asias-energy-supplies-with-us-gas-2025-02-21/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/how-japan-thinks-about-energy-security
https://www.csis.org/analysis/how-japan-thinks-about-energy-security
https://jime.ieej.or.jp/htm/extra/report/cgp2020.pdf
https://jime.ieej.or.jp/htm/extra/report/cgp2020.pdf

	﻿Iraq and Japan’s Economic Diplomacy: The Ebb and Flow of Bilateral Relations Pre and Post-2003
	﻿Abstract
	﻿Introduction
	﻿Literature Review and a Conceptual Framework of Economic Diplomacy

	﻿Methodology
	﻿Stage One: The Origin of the Bilateral Ties
	﻿Stage Two: Iraq and Japan in the Post-War Era
	﻿Stage Three: The 1973 Oil Crisis and the 1980s: Economic Shocks and Rewards
	﻿Stage Four: The first Gulf War and Economic Sanctions on Iraq in the 1990s
	﻿Stage Five: Japan and Iraq: Reviving Relations Post-2003

	﻿Japan’s Experience in Samawah
	﻿The Continuation of Japan-Iraq Economic Diplomacy: From Aid and Reconstruction to Trade
	﻿Energy Ties Post-2003

	﻿Conclusion
	﻿References


